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STUDY ABROAD SCHOLARSHIP
American Students to Korea
(Fall 1994 - Spring 1997)
Zarn a Masters degree in Korea while you learn the Korean language and culture.

ABOVE THE
RIM
~ t ' sa slam dud
not a slam dunk.

OPUS Dance
Theater
An undervalued
jewel in the
crown of the
community.

for the love of
my friend:
chapter 5
It speaks to the
human spirit. A
novella of another kind.

Heroic Jewish
Women of the
Bible
The forgotten
women of the
Bible - a lesson
you'll always
remember.
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* Must submit three letters of recommendation.

ONE MILLION
OF THE BEST MINDS IN AMERICA
HAVE ALREADY CHOSEN
THE BEST RETIREMENT PROGRAM.
T

pandora speaks: 17

ealth:

9

sound off:

6

rade:

16

sports:

23

16

THE MAYOR'S COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE
IJNIT WANTS TO HELP YOU..

We're Here To Work With You
To Resolve Community Issues
CALI, THE MAYOR'S ACTION CENTER
(2 12) 788-9600
'HE BRONX UNIT
2 12) 788-7~157

BROOKLYN UNIT
(2 12) 788-7447

VIANHATT'QN UNIT
212) 788-7455

QUEENS UNIT
(212) 788-7448

CITY OF NEW YORK
RUDOLPH W. GIULIANI, MAYOR

* Have a mimimum overall grade point average of 3.50;

Information and applications will be available in the Office of Academic
Affairs, Room 2H05 beginning April 4, 1994.

3-5

STATEN ISLAND UNIT
(2 12) 788-7435

To be eligible to apply for the American Students to Korea Scholarship at York
Zollege, applicants must meet the following criteria:

* Must be a graduating senior or a recent graduate (classes of 89-93);

ews:

oap check:

Zligibility Requirements:

IM-CREF is building a sound financial
future for more than 1.3 million people
in the education and research communities.
And over 250,000 retirees are now enjoying
the benefits of their TIM-CREF annuities.
SOLID PERFORMANCE
AND TIMELY INNOVATION.
Whether you are just starting your
career or nearing retirement, we can help
you prepare for the future. Since 1918,we've
been dedicated to making sure that people
in education and research can count on a
comfortable retirement. We pioneered the
portable pension and we invented the variable annuity, innovations that have made us
the retirement system against which others
are measured.
At TIAA-CREE we believe that steadv
U
incremental growth over the long term is
the best way to build retirement income.This
investment philosophy has worked well for
over the last 75 years, making us the largest
pension system in the country, with over
$125 billion in assets.
SECURITY, GROWTH
AND DIVERSITY.
The keys to sound retirement investing
are security, growth and diversity. Security,
so the resources are sure to be there when
it's time to retire. Growth, so vou'll have
the income you need for the kLd of retirement you want. And diversity, to help protect
you against volatility and to let you benefit
from the strengths of several types of
investments.

750 Third Avenue, 30th Floor
New York, N Y 10017-2703
1800 842-2011

TIM'S traditional annuity provides guaranteed principal and interest. It also gives
you the opportunity for growth through
dividends-which we've declared every year
for the last 45 years.
Because of its stability, sound investments,
claims-paying ability, and overall financial
strength,TIM has received the highest
possible ratings from all four of the industry's
leading independent rating agencies.*
W ~ t hCREFk variable annuity you can
choose from five accounts~*all managed
by experts who understand the long-term
strategy essential to sound retirement planning. EREFaccounts invest in stocks, bonds,
monev
---. markets or a combination of these
-.r
investments.They are widely diversified to
reduce risk and to allow you to-benefit from
the strengths of different financial markets.
While returns will fluctuate, the CREF
variable annuity has the potential for higher
returns over time.
THE FIRST CHOICE IN
EDUCATION AND RESEARCH.
Like the institutions that we serve, we are
a nonprofit organization. Our outstanding
range of services, flexible retirement and
tax-deferred annuity plans, and diverse portfolio of investments are committed to one
thing only-helping you build a secure and
comfortable future.
That single-minded dedication is what sets
TIAA-CREF apart from the other companies.
It's also why over one million of the best
minds in America have chosen TIM-CREE

F-APR.~
PANDORA'S BOX

PAGE 31

Clinton's AmeriCorps Offers New Beginnings
By Harry Straight
Special Corr.es,~ondent
"Uncle Sam wants you.
Earn credit for college tuition
while serving your country."
If those words conjure up
images of boot camps, baggy
green fatigues and I 0-mile
hikes with a 50-pound pack on
your back, think again. This
isn't a recr.~itmentmessage for
the U.S. Armed Forces; it's an
invitation fiom President Bill
Clinton to get involved in
grassroots community service.
The service program that
Clinton signed into law last
year is bec'oming reality this
year. Through the newly
formed AnieriCorps program,
l~residentClinton walks tall with
the Corporation for the
National and Community
Service plans to offer $150
ensure a domestic service promillion in -federal grants in
gram that will surpass the
1994 to community service
Peace Corps at its height of
programs in all 50 states.
popularity, according to
For a year's worth of service, as many as 20,000 partic- Clinton advisers. The Peace
Corps currently has about
ipants can receive a small
6,000 members in worldwide
salary, roughly $8,000 annualservice.
ly, basic health care coverage,
"The Peace Corps was
child-care support if needed,
never
more than 16,000. Yet it
and $4,72S in educational benhad
such
a dramatic influence
efits. The program will also
on
America's
perception of
repay student loan interest duritself.
We
hope
that we will do
ing the service and is open to
as
good
a
job
as
the Peace
any U.S. citizen 17 or older.
Corps
and
have
the
same
If everything goes as
impact,"
said
Rick
Allen,
the
planned, AmeriCorps will

student participants in ArneriCorps.

program's senior adviser and a
deputy assistant to President
Clinton.
.
During his campaign,
Clinton made a strong push for
AmeriCorps, which became
law last September when he
signed the National and
Community Service Trust Act.
Although AmeriCorps isn't as
big as Clinton and his supporters hoped it would be at first,
there are plans to double the
funding to $300 million in
1995, $500 million in 1996
and $700 million in 1997,

I

which would allow more people to take part.
However, those figures are
not certain since programs and
funding must be justified
through the congressional
appropriations process every
year.
At the bill signing, Clinton
said he hoped that "national
service will remain throughout
the life of America -- not as a
series of promises, but a series
of challenges, across all the
generations and all walks of
life to help push to rebuild our

troubled but wonderful land."
Since then, AmeriCorps
has been working on the
details for putting the programs in place. Summer programs should be up and running by June and full-scale
operations in place by the fall,
Allen said.
The kind of work available
to participants will be limited
only by the imagination of the
service agencies that win
grants.
Participants could find
themselves tutoring inner-city
kids, building parks and recreation facilities, helping imrnunize children in rural areas,
repairing homes for the elderly,
delivering food to shut-ins -- in
short just about any kind of
community service.
"When we ask for grant
applications we're going to be
looking at the quality of the
idea. Is it going to make a real
difference? Getting things
done in the community is the
principal criteria. We want to
know how it will make things
better, and how do you measure that?" Allen said.
Several successful ideas
came out of a pilot program
last summer called Summer Of
Service, which engaged 1,500
young people in 16 different
community service projects in
Continued on page 18

I CUNY Job Fair Hosts Mavor
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani
addressed 89 major employers
at a breakfist to kick off one of
New York City's largest job
fairs, the sixth mnual CUNY
Big Apple .lob Fair, March 22
at the Marriott Marquis Hotel
in Manhattan. Other speakers
at the break.fast were Mrs.
Edith B. EI erelt, Vice Chair of
CUNY's Board of Trustees,
and CUNY Chincellor W. Ann
Reynolds.
More than 4,500 job-seeking CUNY graduating students
and recent alumni presented
their resumes and were interviewed at the all-day event by a
variety of employers including
Bear Steams, AT&T, the
Federal Reserve System,
Hearst magazines, Memorial
Sloan Kettering Cancer Center,
and McGraw-Hill Publishing.
Private sector firms made up
the majority of the employers,
with finance artd insurance
firms constituting the largest
single category of employers
looking to recruit CUNY students. The next largest group
of employers were mainly private non-profit health, education, and social service agen-

Mayor Giuliani addresses attendees at CUNY Big Apple Job Fair as CUNY Chancellor W.
Ann Revnold looks on.

cies.
Commenting on the CUNY
Big Apple Job Fair, Samuel M.
Ehrenhalt, Regional Commissioner of the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, said that it "offers
New York employers an opportunity to meet some of the best
and the brightest, both students
and graduates, talented people
looking to bring their skills and
knowledge to practical application in the job world. For
prospective graduates, looking
for that first job, and for gradu-

ates with experience, perhaps
embarking on new careers, the
job fair offers a unique chance
to match their skills and
knowledge with emerging
opportunities on the New York
scene, to talk to employers and
explore the career world."
Mr. Ehrenhalt added,
"Increasingly, the cutting edge
for success in the job market is
competency and the ability to
take on further education and
training throughout one's worklife. That is a demonstrated

skill of Job Fair participants.
That's what employers are
looking for today, and that's
what will be shaping occupational demand as we move
through the 90's and beyond."
Edith B. Everett noted that
the growth of the CUNY Job
Fair in six years from 5 1
employers to 88, despite the
economy, and from 3,000 students to more than 4,500, was
"a testament to the reputation
this Fair has built - for our
employers a s an excellent

source of qualified applicants.
and for our students as an
excellent source of jobs."
The all-day event is
designed to give CUNY students a headstart on the~r
careers, and access to a large
and divers~fiedgroup of major
employers. The Job Fair is presented by the City Ihiversity
of New York Office of Student
Affairs and the CUNY Career
Counseling and Placement
Association.
The City University of New
York, the nation's leading
urban university, comprises
nine senior colleges, seven
community colleges, one technical college, a graduate
school, a law school, a medical
school, and an affiliated school
of medicine. More than
208,000 students are enrolled
at campuses throughout the
five boroughs of the city of
New York.

.

MAR. 25-APR.

PANDORA'S BOX

planned to inform the Chairs
of each Department and let
them know what he could or
couldn't do.
Former Vice-president of
At a February 22 forum,
Academic Affiiirs Joseph
with the Occupational Therapy
Stevenson was supposed to
Majors, some 30 students
host an open fi~rumon March
22. to discuss 3 variety of con- requested the following: cadavers for use in the laboratory;
cerns facing Social Science
more access to the student
majors at 'r'ork College. But
library; use of the medical
shockingly he resigned from
his post before the event could facility in the Science building; and a graduate program at
take place.
York College. With this stuIssues 1.0 be addressed
dent input, the real work
included under-staffing,
unavailability of certain Social begins for the administration to
strive to figure out solutions
Work courses and the rapid
and possible alternatives.
increase in the number of
The Social Science
declared majors. This event
Department which is made up
was to represent the first in a
of four major disciplinesseries of forums that would be
held with various departments. Sociology, Afro-American
Studies, Anthropology, and
This w13uldhave been the
first time Soci;ll Work students Social Work is next in line for
a forum. Of the four areas that
would haw met face-to-face
make up the Social Science
with the new Vice President
Department, Social Work is
for Academic Affairs.
the fastest growing.
In an interview with the
"The growth of Social
former Vice President he outlined his a,gentla for the acade- Work is national," said Dr.
Amos Odenyo, chair of the
mic community which will
now have lo bc taken over tem- Social Science department.
"The growth here at York
porarily b). Acting Dean of
College, however, must be
Academic Affairs Daisy
planned for. We have 560
DeFilippis.
declared Social Work majors
"One of m,y personal goals
as of this semester, but we
was to develop an atmosphere
have only four full-time and
at the campus that creates a
three part-time professors in
very succzssfu l undergraduate
the program."
experience," said Stevenson. "I
Dr. Alma Norment, coordiwant to take the concerns and
nator
of the Social Work
work with the Chairs to
Department
commented on the
resolve potential conflicts."
negative impact understaffing
Stevenson asked his assistant, Charles McCabe, to iden- has on her work.
"Probably one-third of my
tify the questions and concerns
time is spent doing tasks that
of the students prior to the
forum and to make recommen- could more efficiently be done
by a secretary," she said. "This
dations to him.
is disconcerting to me because
The Vice President had

By Yvonne Y. Berrios
Reporter

it takes away from the program
tasks and challenges that need
addressing. The program won't
be able to grow beyond the
point it is now. We are at our
limit."
Right now the Social
Science Department has only
one secretary for the four disciplines. "For many years, I
have requested a secretary for
Social Work," said Odenyo.
Yet this University says if you
have seven faculty members
you get only one secretary. I
have 10 faculty members in
the whole department therefore
I would need one and a half
secretaries."
The Social Work area alone
requires extensive file and
record keeping since there are
many details to be handled,
such as interviewing students
for the program, finding field
placements for them and visiting and evaluating them on the
field site etc. With one secretary, this can become a very
tedious chore and can create
backlogging and minimal service to the students.
"Social Work is hurting in
this area," said Odenyo. "We
are coping as best as possible.
People in the field are doing
the best they can. I don't
know how the students feel
about their program."
According to Odenyo,
being understaffed will certainly pose a problem with
regard to accreditation. The
Social Work program is fully
accredited by the Council on
Social Work Education until
1997.
At that time, it must reapply for accreditation again. In
order to insure that the pro-
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Former Vice President of Academic Affairs Joseph
Stevenson resigns after less than a year in office.
gram will be reaccredited, the
Social Work Department must
follow the recommendations
made by the Council on Social
Work Education. One such
recommendation made by the
Council deals with adequate
staffing.
"The program must have a
ratio of one faculty member to
every 50 students," said
Odenyo. "We have two years
to prepare for accreditation
and I am a little worried about
that."
There is also a problem
with enforcing the minimal 2.5
G.P.A. required to remain in
the Social Work program.
Unfortunately, by enforcing
this rule, Odenyo said "students see it as sizing down the
Social Work Department and
are therefore looking for other
majors."
Another problem students
must deal with is the strict
sequencing of Social Work

courses that has recently been
established. "We must have
enough courses offered, and
more flexibility in the number
of courses given each semester, so there is no backlog and
students don't take ten years to
graduate," said Odenyo. "We
need more availability of
courses including summertime
courses."
The Social Work program
is also hampered by an inordinately high proportion of
evening students to day students. A recent graduate of
York College, Wendy Scott,
shared her feelings about being
an evening student. "1 th~rik
the thing that was most annoying to me was that the evening
part-time students were somewhat neglected in terms of
class scheduling, meetings and
club hours," she said. "It kind
of left you out, like you
weren't part of the school.

Continued on page 18

1 Dr. J70hnHenrik Clarke Condemns Black History Month 1
By G.A. Watkins
Feature Editor

One of' the world's highest
authorities on African history,
Dr. John Henry Clarke has
denounced the designation of
February as African American
History R4ont11, stating that a
single month does not suffice
to tell the history of the earliest and most diverse people on
earth.
Dr. Clarke voiced his condemnatior, as he addressed a
large audience of students and
community members at the
York College African
American Studies club's
"Celebration of Black History
Month," on February 26. He
was the guest speaker.

We don't need a month
dedicated to African history,"
said Clarke, the aging sage. "If
our history is a part of the
world, why shouldn't it be
taught as part of world history?"
Stressing the issue of why
African history should (in
stead of should not ) be included in the curriculum of global
studies, Clarke likened history
to a compass. It guides us
through the geography of time
and space, he said. Therefore,
as a people whose concept of
nation is built into our humanity, our knowledge of Africa's
glorious history, permeated
with novel achievements and
time-honored contributions to
global civilization, should ever

be foremost in our minds as
we chart our way through the
vestige of slavery and colonization.
According to Dr. Clarke it
was through those institutions,
which the African political
naivete allowed, that Europe,
the world's youngest nation,
claimed to have "brought the
light of Africa, the world's oldest nation." But, he contended,
it was quite the opposite;
"They have put out the light."
The aging Clarke, who
vividly recalled that at a very
young age he had been encouraged to help write the "missing
page in history," stated some
of the important areas in
African civilization which have
been cast into the proverbial

darkness by European intervention. Among them are the
male-female relationships and
the justice system, both of
which had been developed and
maintained through an effective communal system.
In pre-slavery Africa, "a
woman had no problem finding
a husband, or a mate," Clarke
said. "For when she couldn't
the older women of the community found one for her."
Consequently, Africans of that
era did not know the meaning
of the word prostitute, nor of
the infamous profession prostitution.
Neither did Africans know
the meaning of the word jail,
''because no one went to any,"
the guest speaker said. He then

reiterated the fact that
African's greatest attribute is
their humanity ...but their weakness is their inability to question the intention of the
strangers who they let into
their homes.
"Europe is great at the
expense of other people outside of Europe," he pointed
out. "But they are going to
have to face the fact that the
European is the minority of the
world."
Dr. Clarke further argued
that it is important to teach
African history as part of
world history because Africa
has been the primary source
that fueled the industrialization
of the world.
Continued on page 22

.
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In the midst of YCAPe
Strategic Planning, and
Outcomes Assessment, Pres.
Davis' right-hand-man
abandons ship.
By Baraka Dorsey
Managing Edztor
After only six months as
York's Vice President for
Academic Affairs, Dr. Joseph
Martin Stevenson voluntarily
resigned fi-om his position on
March 1 1. He will remain at
York as a tenured faculty
member of the Education
Department.
His announcement shocked
the entire college, especially
the faculty and administration
who are ~n the midst of
Academic Program Planning.
"I know that a decision to
vacate the academic leadership
post in a college is disquieting,
and especially during the academic year," said Stevenson in a
letter to the college community

announcing his resignation.
"But I hasten to assure you of
the certainty of both the
President and myself that this
decision is best for the college
and for me."
It was Stevenson's responsibility to coordinate and lead
the planning process, however,
Stevenson came to York with
an agenda other than that of
CUNY.
"Vice President Stevenson
came with a 3-year plan," said
President Davis. "He came
with some ideas that he wanted
to put in place. But, when he
came to York he found that
there were things already
ongoing - Academic Program
Planning, Strategic Planning,
Outcomes Assessment these are mandates we must

respond to."
According to Davis,
Stevenson may have felt
thwarted in advancing his
agenda because he had to deal
with all of these external pressures.
"He just had a hard time
reconciling those two agendas,'' said Davis. "I think he
was just anxious to get his initiatives started and he was
feeling constrained. But, I'm
working with him."
Although his abrupt departure was unexpected, the void
he left was qu~cklyfilled by
Dr. Daisy DeFilippis,
Associate Dean for Academic
Administration.
"Dean DeFilippis has been
in that office through three different acting \. ice presidents,"
said Davis. "She's going to
assume responsibility for, and
chair, the York College
Academic Program planning
(YCAPP). The YCAPP committee is thoroughly supportive
because she's worked with
them all along, so that doesn't
give a break in the continuity.
We have a consultant Denton
Cruz, so that should compensate for the absence of the

ATTENTION JUNIORS

Vice President."
Stevenson insists that his
resignation was timely and in
the best interests of everyone
involved.
"Resigning now permits us
a transition that can be accomplished before the end of the
term," said Stevenson. "Before
many faculty and staff prepare
to be away this summer."
Stevenson is now being
phased out of his position so
that he can join the faculty
June 1. The administration is
helping him make the transition.
"We've moved him out of
the office because it is important that when people walk
into the office of the Vi$e
President of Academic Affairs
they know who is in charge,"
said Davis. "And since he
announced publicly that he was
resigning, I think it was important-for k to let him have this
transition period to go into the
faculty."
Stevenson insists that his
resignation is not indicative of
a lack of committment to the
college.
"I came to York College
fully committed," said

Stevenson, "as evidenced by
the development of a comprehensive Three-Year Plan to
provide leadership on behalf of
the superb faculty and staff
who make the college what it
is, and to provide service to
the extraordinary rainbow of
talented students whom we
serve."
Stevenson is headed for the
Educational Department to
teach a n 4 possibly, make
improvements.
"It is my intention to join
the Education Department and
assist the faculty in implementing the recommendations
of the Blue Ribbon Task
Force," said Stevenson, "
aimed at improving teacher
training in elementary and secondary education, where, as
you know, I spent some of my
career."
A national search for a permanent replacement is underway by the college. They are
hoping to be more successful
than they have been in the
past.
"We hope to bring somebody in," said Davis, "who is
committed to the goal and the
mission of the institution."

- 1995 GRADUATES!!!

BLOCKBUSTER VIDEO
The # I Video Retailer in the World!
...is looking for that special Junior to participate in our 12 week
SUMMER INTERNSHIP PROGRAM
...*.*.....e.*.*.

0.e

.........*..*.*.....

Our Training will include
0 Customer Service
0 Labor Control
0 Classroom Training

0 Loss Prevention
0 Cash Management
0 Management Interaction
0 Product Knowledge

,.and depending on your progress, there is the possibility of future entry in our Management Training Program upon gradurtion. ALL MAJORS ARE WELCOME TO APPLY.
f interested please call or send your resume to:

Blockbuster Entertainment Corporation
A ttn: Regional Recruiter
7 Penn Plaza
Suite 310
New York, NY 10001
2 12-594-6002
2 12-594-1255(fax)
The Deadline for all inquiries is April 20, 1994
EOE M/F/D/V
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Abolish Advisement
Dear Editor:

I don't know about the rest
of you, but I find the whole
process of academic advisement a total inconvenience. I
dread having to confront this
nonsense prior to every registration period. As I see it,
advisement should be optional.
I find it an insult that the
administration does not trust
students enough to choose
their classes wisely. I am well
aware of what is required of
me. I have scrutinized the York
College bulletin carefully. I
totally loathe having to wait on
enormous lines simply to have
a form signed by a counselor\advisor.
I know my program of
study better than anyone. So
why can't I have complete
autonomy? My credo is that a
student should not even be in
college if he\she does not
know what sequence of courses
he\she must take. It is every
student's responsibility to
understand every aspect of
hidher academic program. You
wouldn't dream of buying a car
without doing a little research
of your own. The same holds
true for your education.
When I transferred here
from LaGuardia Community
College, I went to various

Dear Editor:

Dear Editor:
It was my distinct pleasure
on March 14,1994 to attend a
meeting of the board of
Trustees for thc City
University of New York. The
issue was a proposal to relocate The Food and Drug
Administration's regional office
to the campus of a CUNY
school. It could possibly be
our school. So I traveled into
New York City with a bus full
of York College students,
administrators and faculty
members. I heard our
President m d some of our faculty address ths Board with
convincing logic why that
facility should be located no
place else on Earth, but

between Liberty and Archer
avenue, Jamaica Queens.
To the York College "crew,"
you transcended space and
time and left an indelible
impact on the CUNY Board of
Trustees.
As I waited with students
for the bus to bring us back to
Queens, a Board member was
being helped into a waiting car.
She stopped to ask if we were
from York College. I replied
"yes we were." She commented that we had done a fine job.
The speaker and spectators
did a great job. To all that
were present, I tip my cap.
Thank You!
Wayne Chisolm

As you are aware, we have
embarked upon strategic planning process designed to prepare the institution for the
challenges and opportunities of
the twenty-first century. We
have entitled this endeavor,
York 2000: Planning for the
2 1st Century. This special invitation is extended for you to
participate in this planning
process.
The Strategic Planning
Committee will hold two days
of listening sessions on April
12th and 19th. These listening
sessions are designed for representatives from the college.
You are invited to come and
present your vision for the
future of York College orally to

Dear Editor:

sources to get the answers I
needed. It is an outrage for me
to have to wait on line just to
get a signature, which is worsened when those in front of me
do not have any idea what
they've taken and what they
need to take.
The situation is further
compounded when I go to registration and a class is dosed. I
then have to go back to a counselor and get another form
signed. This is ridiculous!
We're not in high school. My
friends at Queens College
(York's sister college) are not
required to go to academic
advisement. As a matter of
fact, they can register by telephone! That is what I call independence.
Those who are disgruntled
with academic advisement
should write a letter to York
College's President.
Remember, I am not advocating the abolishment of academic advisement. 1 simply
think it should be optional. In
the real world, you will be
responsible for yourself. This
frame of thinking should be
instilled while in college.
Sincerely,
Anthony Trocchia

YORK
2000
1 A Job Well Done /

the Planning Committee. You
are also asked to prepare a
three to five minute written
statement to be presented to
the chairperson of the committee.
The listening sessions will
be held in the Faculty Dining
Room on the Second Floor.
Please call Ms. Marlene
Roberts at Ext. #2333 to set up
the time for your contribution
to the planning process.
Thank you for your participation in this important institutional agenda.
Sincerely,
Dr. Josephine D. Davis
President of York College
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S.P.A.N.K. has been in
existence at York College for
more than two years. We
gained popularity and respect
through our rival basketball
games with G.Q. Fashion Club.
We also have been recognized
as a club which has the desire
to help those who are less fortunate than others through our
volunteer services and outreach programs throughout the
community.
S.P.A.N.K. (Students
Pursuing Athletics -NKnowledge) is a .
club unlike any other.
S.P.A.N.K. is an organization
with not only a purpose, but
clearly defined goals and
direction. We strive for perfection through commitment
and excellence in the area of
academics, as students, first
and foremost. We address various issues concerning health
and community service. We
conduct fundraisers to help us
to cover the expenses incurred
during the day to day operation
of the organization, and social
functions.
At the close of the 1991 -92
academic year, we realized our
small beginnings. Rather than
dwelling on what was not done
and why, we have chosen
instead to use those accomplishments as the first of many
stepping stones towards greater
goals.
There are several activities
either being planned or in various stages of production. We
encourage all members to participate in at least one activity.
These activities or programs
will not consume all of your
free time. What we need is a
minimum of TWO HOURS
PER MONTH. That's it! ! And
it is not all work. We will have
fun (Not to mention that volunteer work looks great on the
RESUME)! !
Volumes could be written
about S.P.A.N.K.. We could
expound on S.PA.N.K.'s
virtues, achievements, strong
positive leadership, and hard
working down-to-earth members. However, unless you
participate, these will only be
empty words on a page.
The best witness is to join with
us and experience S.P.A.N.K.
Crew for yourself.
For more information you
may contact us through the
Office of Student Activities.

,
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The f Im "Mfarrior Marks".
which dc;lls \I ith the controversial topic of female circunicisiun or "clit~~ridectomy",was
shown at YorE ('ollcgc on
March 8.
The I. lual or proced;lre,
whichcvc~yo11choose to call
it, dates t ) ~ several
k
thousand
yeass. Female circumcision is

a proccs~in u:hich the clitoris
is'ren-io\c:3 Ssoni the Scmale.
Thcretorc the sensory stimulation in thr ge~litaliais consumed. T h ~ mcicnt
s
custom is
practiced in nun) African
countries and parts of the
Middle I :i~st.When performed
before tlic onxet of puberty it
is s~~ppos(:d
to thwart scxual
appetite ;ind lielp maintain the
young lallics i irginity prior to
marrlJgc.
In mo,t cases it entails the
rcnioval .ISth :clitoris and the
labia niil~or\,4 !th ;I knit2 or
rams b l x e -- gcncrallj, without ani'stl~etic.This process is
ofien pci fbrn-cd by the k m a l c
eltiers in 11ic 1 illage and in
most c\it,a1e cases thc extcrnal labia . s sttchcd together
l e n i n g m l y a tiny opening for
urinatio~ia t d menstrual discharge. I'he iti itching is
removed lxfore the wedding
night.

The movie featured Alice
Walker, author of "The Color
Purple" and "Possessing The
Secret of Soy". The film
done in a documentary format it featured organizations
of wornen who oppose this
procedure and women who
fclt victimized by this practice. With the sounds of
drums and a female dancer
throughout the movie, Walker
narrates and interviews many
women who she terms mutilated.
Walker travels deep into
Afi-ican Villages which still
perform this controversial
tradition. She interviews,
with the help of a translator,
an elder lady who is one of
the women responsible for
removing the clitoris and
labia minor. Walker does
not get a straight answer out
of this elder. It is apparently
a subject that no one is supposed to question or discuss.
Even girls who have this
process done to them do not
want to speak much about
this subject.
The film explains that most
girls have this procedure at
approximately 12 years old,
or just beforc puberty.
Howcver, there have been clitoridectomies perlormed to
girls as young as 4 years old.
As soon as the film was over
Ms. Melanie Hope, an
adjunct lecturer in the
H~~nianities
and the English
department, conducted a discussion on the issue of female
circunicision.
The large turnout of York
College students and staff
helped to enhance the discussion and at times brought additional topics to the floor.
"Apiasiatomy was another
form of female mutilation that
was practiced here in thc
United States up until recently." said one York student.
"Three years ago the
United Nations w.as asked to
look into this matter at the
request of'the World Health
Organization. To which the
U.N. answered that it could not
get involved because it would
be intesfering with a cultural
practice," said Hope.
tiope referred to an article
about a woman from Nigeria
who is about to be deported
from the U.S.A. . Shc is
pleading for asylum for the

This practice
should be
banned from the
entire world.
How can you
take a child's life
and make that
kind of choice
for them?

99
sake of her two daughters,
Shade (6 years old) and Lara
( 5 years old). The mother Ms.
Oluloro, does not want her
girls "to get cut" because they
were brought up like
Americans.
"It would be a horrible
thing for them," said Oluloro.
Hope had strong feelings
on this particular situation.
"Ms. Oluloro should be granted asylun~for the sake of her
two daughters " said Hope.
"Female genitdia mutilation
should be stopped worldwide.
The right of paissageto wonianhood shoulcl be performed
somc other wky. This is
li-male torture and abuse".
Thc President of the
Women's Club, Ms. Edith
Felicien, also condemned
female excisicn. "It is another
form of abuse that women are
subjected to", said Felicien.
"This practice should be
banned from the entire world.
How can you :ake a child's life
and make that kind of choice
for thcm?"
The audietice was left
questioning why does this ritual still exists if it is causing so
much harm to young girls.
"This is not fair for these
girls", said Dzmilia Brantley a
Freshnien who is a Psychology
ma.jor. They are not oven
aware of what exactly is bcing
done to them and how much
they might rcgset it in the
futurc."
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HEALTH WATCH
Insidious, Unconscionable Killer
By Wayne Chisolm
Guest Colunznisf
In 1981. a mysterious disease developed in healthy
young men world-wide. It culminated in a rare fatal pneumonia and a cancer that was
uncommon in oiher healthy
young men. The disease
caused an unusual immune
system failure. The disease is
AIDS the cause is HIV.
What is HIV? HIV is an
acronym for Human Immunodeficiency Virus. HIV is the
primary cause of AIDS.
What is a virus? A virus is
a simple form of life. A few
genes wrapped in a protective
cell. On its own, a virus cannot reproduce or survive in air
or heat.
What is AIDS? AIDS is an
acronym for Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome. It is the
final stage of H[V and it is
lethal. HIV destroys the
immune system and opportunistic diseases invade the
body unencumbered. They are
the actual killers.
In the tvvelve years since
1981, the medical and scientific communities interfaced with
social engineers and started
numerous AIDS outreach programs.
Outreac'h centers began to
spring up in neighborhoods
where there were HIV and
AIDS victims. The medical
establishment took care of the
physical trauma and the outreach centers worked on the
psychological and social trau-

mas.
The movement against the
AIDS epidemic grew and so
did public and private sponsors. Frequent seminars,
demonstrations and exhibitions
were held to talk about what
scientific research and medical
establishments were doing
about this epidemic. What
they were doing mostly was
falling back on centuries of
successful medicine. HIV,
after all, is no different from
any other disease that at first
blush appears insurmountable.
Yeah, right!
After twelve years of
research, there is so much confusion surrounding HIV that it
is amazing. New York
Newsday staff correspondent
Laurie Garrett quotes Emory
University AIDS researcher Dr.
Raymond Schinazi's observation that HIV has "an uncanny
ability to mutate around anything science throws at it."
Other researchers, like
Warner C. Greene, professor of
medicine, microbiology and
immunology, University of
California, and Sir Gustav J.V
Nossal, professor of medical
biology, University of
Melbourne, published papers
that tell in a cold, harsh, breath
the reality of HIV and AIDS
research.
Professor Greene laments
in "AIDS and Immune
System", ScientiJic American,
September 1993, that if the
current research in HIV gene
manipulation is successful,
there is no way to deliver that

therapy to the patient. The
technology might be available
by the year 2000!
Professor Greene makes an
effort to put worldwide HIV
infections into some kind of
perspective when he quotes the
Global AIDS Policy Coalition's
estimate that at the end of
1987, seven million people
world-wide were infected with
HIV. The estimate at the end
of 1992 was 19.5 million.
That's a 36% increase in five
years. It's anybody's guess
what the increase in infections
will be in five more years.
Professor Sir Gustav J.V
Nossal labeled HIV a pandemic in "Life and The Immune
System", ScientiJic American,
September 1993.
HIV will soon become the
principle threat to life and
health worldwide and no country or social group is immune.
Woman are now estimated to
account for 40% of all cases
and children born to infected
mothers at ten percent.
Until a person tests positive
for HIV, quantitatively they are
invisible. Estimates of gender
infection within an infected
portion of the total population
are just that--estimates, and
they are token.
If infection occurred ten
years ago and a person just
now learns they're infected,
whom might they have infected
since then? The ricture worldwide is much larger than
researchers suggest. They're
doing their best, but that is not
good enough. They're not

sure. They just don't know.
The one fact known about
HIV is that it will cause the
immune system of an infected
person to fail. Like vultures
circling their next meal, opportunistic viral and bacterial
pests wait for the privilege to
invade a human body unmolested. This is AIDS and medical researchers do not have a
clue why this happens. A common cold can kill an AIDS victim. Professor Greene presents
in his paper, no less than six
hypotheses on why and how
HIV destroys the immune system.
The scientific and medical
communities are working diligently to find a cure for this
disease.
Don Des Jarlais, director of
research for the Chemical
Dependency Institute of Beth
Israel Medical Center and
Samuel R. Friedman, senior
principle inv&tigator at the
National Commission on AIDS
concluded in their paper,
"AIDS and the Use of Injected
Drugs", Scientific American,
February 1994, worldwide HIV
infection among intravenous
drug users appears to be leveling off.
That's great news, but the
cause of the leveling off of
reported infections is behavior
and legislation, not a scientific
advancement or medical breakthrough. The fact is, as of
today, HIV and AIDS are
100% fatal, but HIV and AIDS
are 100% preventable and the
key is education.

Knowledge about HIV and
AIDS is the most powerful
medicine available right now
and is the best protection
against infection. The three
major modes of HIV transmission are:
A) Shooting drugs and sharing
works with persons whose HIV
status is unknown.
B) Intimate sexual contact with
a person whose HIV status is
unknown.
C) Pregnant mothers can transmit HIV to their child in the
uterus, during birth and breast
feeding.
Until the medical and scientific researchers sort out the
facts about HIV and AIDS, do
your part. If you engage in
high risk activity, know the
options and modify your
behavior. Think of what you're
doing. Think of why you're
doing it. Think of how it will
affect you and those you love
and those who love you. Think
of who you are and whom you
can become and what will happen ...
HIV is insidious; it's unmitigated; it is an unconscionable
killer! One way to visualize a
human infected with HIV is to
see a butterfly try to escape
from a spider's web. Please
don't be complacent and cavalier in the face of this butcher.
It could cost you your precious
life.

ICatholic Universitv Bursts AIDS Balloons
By Chris Nicholson
Special Correspondent

.'

FAIRFIELD, Conn.Administrators at a Roman
Catholic University halted an
AIDS awareness campaign
because they said messages
tucked inside helium-filled balloons violated school policy in
the way they frankly dealt with
sex and contraception.
The prc&t,"Bursting the
Ignorance", was designed to
educate Sacred Heart
University students about
AIDS by having them burst a
balloon anti read the enclosed
message. About 250 balloons
were filled with helium and
contained 16 different messages.
Although all messages

included, in parentheses, "The
best protection from AIDS is
abstinence," some also said
that condoms, if used properly,
would reduced the risk of getting a sexually transmitted disease like AIDS.
Shortly after the balloon
distribution began on
Valentine's Day, Dean of
Students Kevin Kelly, asked
senior coordinator Donna
Newlen to stop circulating the
balloons because, he said,
"Handing out these could be
the same as handing out condoms."
Kelly said he fully supported AIDS education, but he was
merely upholding the university's policies on sex education.
The university's Statement
on Sexual Education reads, in

part, "Because a genuine and
complete expression of love
through sex requires a commitment to a total living and sharing together of two persons in
marriage, the university
believes that sexual union
should occur only in marriage."
Sister Margaret Palliser,
director of campus ministry,
noted that, "Materials that promote behavior contrary to that
are inconsistent with the university's philosophy. We're
here to help students in their
struggle with the challenge of
that position."
The director of residential
life, steve Harrison, originally
approved the AIDS education
project. "We didn't do enough
prep work in determining what
the Church's position on this

project might be. That's where
we fell short," he said later.
However, no written university policy details what is
acceptable material for on campus sex education. According
to Sister Anne-Louise Nadeau,
a counselor, the unwritten policy has been that materials must
include the idea that abstinence
is the best form of protection.
The balloons did include
that statement in smaller print
at the bottom of all the messages. The messages included
statements such as "you cannot
tell if someone is infected with
the AIDS virus just by looking
at them. Not having sex is the
only way to avoid spreading
AIDS. But if you do choose to
have sex, be protected" and "If
used properly, a latex condom

will significantly reduce your
risk of getting a sexually transmitted disease, including the
AIDS virus."
The abrupt halting of the
Aids education project concerned students. On Feb. 24,
the Student Government
Association decided to ask the
university president to form a
committee of faculty, administrators and students to construct a formal statement on
sex education.
The idea received favorable
response. "If we're going to do
something formally on sex
education for the university, I
support that 100 percent,"
Kelly said.
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The Davs That Bind Them
By Betsabe Garcia
Staff Reporte r

This past February was a
month of holldays for the three
major religions of the world.
For R4uslims it was
Ramadan, a month-long holiday of atonement. For Jews it
was Purim, with synagogue
services f~lledwith noise and
candy. For Catholics, it was
Lent, a month and ten days of
fasting, alms giving and confessions.
In the ninth month of the
Muslim calendar, Muslims
keep a fast called Ramadan.
The fast is both a commemoration of the giving of the Koran,
(the Muslim holy book), and a
time for alonement. The keeping of Ramadan constitutes one
of the five basic institutions of
Islam.
These special days, said
Mohammed Eido, are "To have
our sins forgiven, that's the
basic thing."
During the fast of
Ramadan. the whole Koran is
read, a section a day. For the
fast, the Koran is divided into
30 section:; for easy reading.
During this time, Muslims also

keep from drink, food, tobacco,
and carnal relations from
morning until dusk. In the
evening, the fast is broken with
two small meals.
According to Islamic belief,
the Koran was first revealed to
Mohammed in the month of
Ramadan, and was sent directly
through the angel Gabriel.
In Ramadan, there is a special night called Laila Tul
Kador. "Some people spend the
whole night in the mosque,
praying for forgiveness," said
Eido.
The fast is binding upon
everyone except nursing mothers, travelers, and the ill.
However, these people do not
get away with it completely.
They must make it up later.
At the end of Ramadan, the
fast is broken with a three-day
celebration called the Festival
of the Breaking of the Fast or
the Little Baraim. Despite its
name, the Little Baraim is a
very joyous occassion in which
alms giving is central.
Muslims follow a lunar calendar, which is l l days shorter
than the Gregoria~calendar.
Therefore, in a 33-year cycle,
Ramadan will fall throughout

all the seasons.
According to the
Encyclopedia Britannica, the
fast of Ramadan had its beginnings as a replacement of
another fast, the fast of Ashura.
The fast of Ashura (meaning
ten), was held on the 10th of
Muharram. It is believed that
the tenth of Muharram might
once have been identical to the
10th of Tishrei, the Day of
Atonement (Yom Kippur), a
Levitical fast day. By command, Ashura was moved to
the ninth month.
Lent is a 40 day Catholic
festival. It begins at the end of
the three day festival of
Carnival (Carnaval in Brazil
and Mardi Gras in New
Orleans are among the most
famous) and ends on Easter.
During Lent, the observers
fast, perform penances, refrain
from amusements and from
solemnizing marriages, and
give alms.
Lent originated as a spiritual preparation for Easter, the
commemoration of the resurrection of the Christ, and as a
period of mourning after
Christ's departure.
"Lent is a very special

time for me,"said Carlina Rios
a practicing Catholic. "The
prayers and the preparation
make me feel closer to God
with each passing day."
As it goes, Christ was crucified on a Friday that year. He
rested in the tomb for the
Sabbath (Saturday), and resurrected on the first day of the
week(Sunday).
In the beginning years of
its' observance, Lent was kept
for 36 days. But it was changed
by Charlemagne to 40 days in
800A.D.. Exactly why it was
changed is not known. But perhaps it was as a reminder of
the 40 days that Christ fasted
in the wilderness.
On the 26th of February
this year, Jews around the
world and some Christians as
well, commemorated the festival of Purim. Purim, plural of
pur, meaning lots, is the celebration of the liberation of the
Jews from complete destruction during the reign of
Ahashveirus, king of Persia
and Media, in 483 B.C.. At the
time of the incident, the Jews
were a captured people under
Ahashveirus, though they
enjoyed many freedoms.

Purim is celebrated with food
and gifts on the 13th of Adar,
(a Biblical month).
"Purim is a very happy holiday, I associate it more with
the children," said Miriam
Rosenberg, a Jewish observer.
As the story goes, the
king's number one man,
Haman, plotted to kill the Jews
of Persia and Media on the
13th of Adar (a Biblical
month).
The Queen, however, was
Jewish and she interceded on
behalf of her people, risking
her life. When the 13th of
Adar arrived, a total of 75,800
enemies of the Jews were
instead slaughtered, including
Haman.
"Purim reminds us of
God's protective care in the
past and of the future as well,"
said Margarita Garcia, a
Christian observer.
Unlike the present day
Jewish celebration, Christians
who commemorate the event
remember that we have been
instructed to love our enemies
and pray for those who persecute us.

Islam - Don't Believe The Hype
By Shriti Sinba
Sraf Reporter

A lecture on 'Islam in
America' was organized by the
Muslim Students' Association
at York Collegc on February
24. The Guest 5peaker on this
occasion wss Imam Zaid
Shakir, the Imam of Masjid A1
I s l m in Connecticut.
The leclure was primarily
in response to a campaign
against Murl~msby both the
electronic and print media in
America.
"Television programs are
against the values of any religion," said i he Imam. "But no
other religion is singled out
and falsified to the extent Islam
is."
Elaborating on the fundamental aspects of Islam, the
Imam said, *'Islam is the religion of Nature ( Din-e-Fitrat).
Islam respects Nature and gave
birth to a civilization that existed with nature."
But he commented that
television represents artificiality. "The media, especially television, creates an artificial
world, a world taken out of its
natural content," he said. "TV
epitomizes artificiarity. It is "
. . . . - A .

ironic that it should become a
vehicle to attack lslam that
epitomizes naturality."
Another aspect of lslam the
Imam talked about is that it is
the religion of truth (Din-ulHaque). "It comes from the
One and encourages the study
and examination of the natural
order of things," he said.
He contended that the artificiality of television can only
be maintained and made
believable by disassociating
from Nature and isolating oneself from reality.
"Media is controlled by
certain groups to advance their
own interests," he said. "The
editors and producers at the top
decide which thirty seconds are
to be shown or discussed."
A conflict that goes back
hundreds of years is highlighted for a few seconds without
any depth. By doing so, the
Imam argued, they selectively
impose their values "that will
support the perpetuation and
longevity of the system."
Values of consumerism are
obviously instilled by commercials. But even in normal programs, "messages are sent subliminally," he said.
THe Imam criticized the
-

-..-------

government's role in the
process of distorted presentation.
"The government in this
country resorts to 'mass indoctrination' more than communist regimes. The public education system was started to
indoctrinate people to think
like Anglo-Saxon Protestants,"
he said.
But the Imam feels that the
government and the media
believe Islam jeopardizes the
establishment.
"Islam threatens the system
and the artificial domination,"
he added. "The media realizes
the artificiality of what they are
doing and therefore attack
Islam to defend their position."
What will happen, questioned the Imam, when people
realize that the base aspects of
their nature are being manipulated to create artificial cravings?
"They understand the
appeal Islam will have in
America if well presented," he
said, "and therefore distort it."
The Imam suggested reading as an option to watching
television. "Watching television is a passive process, but
reading is an active process,"

he said. "When you read, your
mind has to create and construct symbols and meanings
out of the words. Reading
develops cognitive thinking
and patience."
The Imam encouraged all
Muslims to consider disassociating from the media until
some independent source of
information is established, so
that "people can be enlightened
and not duped."
"Don't believe the hype,"
he warned. "Instead, submit
your will to the will of the
Creator and build your life
around prayer. If you got nothing else from the world but
Islam, it is enough."
After a short questionanswer session following the
lecture, dinner was served.
Arrangements had been made
by the Muslim Students'
Association.
"Here at York, all Muslims
are very united and sincerely
try to solve the problems," said
Noamanul Dar, President of the
Association.
This was the first time the
Muslims Students' Association
had an Imam as a guest lecturer and felt it was a positive
move.

"We will try to have more
such lectures so that people
know what the real situation
is,"said Noamanul Dar,
President of the Muslims
Student' Association.
The moderator Hasan
Abdullah, who had suggested
the lecture topic to the Imam,
said, "As a Muslim, I've felt
that the media has played a
great role in distorting Islam.
Average Americans need to be
enlightened."
Twenty-three year-old
Abdullah converted from
Catholicism to Islam five years
ago. He completed his studies
in chemistry at York last
semester.
Support for lectures and
seminars like this seemed
unanimous by the audience
response.
"Such seminars should be
encouraged" said Peter
Hoffman, adjunct instructor in
the ESL department. "The
College will benefit by learning
from a learned Islamic leader."
However others expressed
some reservations.
"It should be encouraged,
but we should invite someone
who is much more neutral than
Continued on page 18
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Women of The Bible - The Heroes Behind The Men

l ~ a b bSusan
i
Oren lectures on heroic women of the bible.

By Darlene Morrison and
Eslin Green
Reporters
On March 16, the Women's
Center of Mrk College held an
open forum on Revolutionary
Women in the Bible. The
guest speaker Rabbi Susan
Oren, Colurnbia University
Associate Jewish Chaplain,
shared an intriguing lesson on
six courageous women in the
"Exodus Story".
As a prelude, Rabbi Oren
instructed the audience on the
Jewish approach to studying
the Bible.
She explained that the Jews

I

call the Bible the Tanakh which
stands for Torah, meaning the
first five books known as the
Old Testament, or Hebrew
Scriptures. There are many
women in this Tanakh such as
Esther, Naomi, Debra, Ruth,
etc. But there is a need to focus
on a specific set of women.
While many students prepare for mid-terms and spring
break, there are many other
students preparing for
Passover. During the first two
evenings of Passover, Jews all
over the world gather in their
homes and synagogues to confess a meal, and read a
Haggadah, which tells the story

of the Jewish Exodus from
their enslavement in Egypt.
The Haggadah focuses on
the Jews miraculous deliverance from Egypt which wouldn't have been possible without
a specific set of heroic women.
"It was a very interesting
exposure to how the Jewish
people view their religion,"
said Denise Paige Nesbitt,
Director of the Women's
Center.
The lecture highlighted
chapters one and two of
Exodus which focused on the
revolutionary roles of six
prominent women in the Torah,
(Lilith, Shifra, Puah, Yocheved,
Miriam and Bitya).
"When you deliver the
Hebrew women, look at the
birthstool: if it is a boy, kill
him, if it is a girl, let her live,"
Egyptian Pharaoh Ramses,
Exodus.
Yocheved heroicly risked
her life by keeping her son hidden for three months despite
the Pharaoh's death decree for
the first-born boys of Hebrew
mothers.
Eventually she realized that
she couldn't keep him, so she
wrapped him in cloth, placed
him in a basket, and sent him

downstream to the Egyptians,
hoping her son would live,
even if it meant turning him
over to the enemy. Her son
became the leader of the Jews,
Moses.
This famous story gives
great praise to Moses, but the
significant role Yocheved
played in religious history is
rarely appreciated.
Rabbi Oren commented
that Yocheved's attitude is symbiotic to humility.
"Even though she was an
elite, or the mother of Moses,
she was able to humble herself
and give honor to God," said
Oren. "This scenario correlates to today's women, for
whom humility plays a major
role in their character."
The forum gave an important lesson on values and recognized the importance of
Women's leadership in the
Biblical text.
Rabbi Oren conveyed how
each of these significant
women orchestrated part of the
revolution that brought about
the Exodus of the Jews from
slavery in Egypt.
She was also able to convey
a more important fact that
independence, courage, humili-

ty, patience, cleverness, persistence and compassion are
virtues that are innate in a
woman and will always bring
about change.
Rabbi Oren graduated from
Tufts University with a
Psychology and Economics
degree. She then went to the
Hebrew Union College Jewish
Institute of Religion, in
Cincinnati. There she became
a Rabbi. Shr: received a
Master of Arts 111Hebrew
Letters.
Oren currently works as a
Congressional Rabbi and a
C.ounselor, in addition to her
duties as Associate Chaplain at
Columbia University. Outside
of the classroom she is an advisor to the television program
Nightline.
For those students who
missed her this time, she will
be teaching "The Psychology
of Women" here at York
College in the fall. The course
will be held Tuesday evenings
from 6-8 p.m.

Hear the Spirit Sing Peace Corps
By Gloria Ortiz
& Jean Deler
Reporters

>

On February 18, the York
College Can~pusMinistry and
the African American Studies
Club, in celebration of Black
History Month, hosted their
first annual Gospel
Extravaganza in the Performing
Arts building. The ceremony
included spirituals, songs and
dances that honored the efforts
of African-Americans who
worked for the betterment of
their people and the country as
a whole.
The celebrat~onwas opened
by Ms. Pamcla Ward one of
the coordinators of the event,
and an invocation, which was
delivered by the Reverend
James C. Kelly of the New
Jerusalem Baptist Church.
Then the singing of the
Black National Anthem was
led by Mr. Adrian Worlsey.
Dean of Student Activities
Jacqueline Ray conveyed a
heartfelt welcome on behalf of
President Josephine Davis and
the faculty and staff of York
College.
Reverend Hortense Merritt,
the Campus Minister of York,
introduced the emcee for the
evening's festivities, Reverend
Del F? Shields, a well known

pastor in the local community,
who also co-hosts the daily
radio program Drive- Time
Dialogue on WWRL.
The Voices of Zion were the
first performers for the
evening. They wowed the audience with their uplifting and
high spirited performance.
Ms. Rekima Taylor, a
young girl invited to take part,
followed and she delivered her
rendition of the late Rev.
Martin Luther King's "I Had A
Dream" speech.
"The purpose of this event
was to remember the past, celebrate the present and anticipate the future," said Reverend
Merritt. "This event is what
the ministry is all about -- to
bridge the understanding
between the religious and the
academic community."
Ms. Sarah Taylor Dunn and
narrator Ms. Angela Greene,
along with Ward, entertained
the audience with a gospel
interpretation of slavery as
they showed how the servants
used lyrics as a way of releasing their frustrations and
agony.
One Voice followed them
and sang with such unity, they
were literally their namesake.
Their performance aroused the
audience to a standing ovation.
The Zion Steppers dazzled

the audience with their creative
and intricate footwork. They
received a well deserved
applause.
The show ended on a high
note with the performances of
Ward and Ms. Kay Fray and
her group Highest Praise.
The presentation was made
possible by the efforts of Rev.
Marilyn Crown, York's assistant Campus Minister, Ms.
Nkege Patrick, and Ms. Gladys
Shy, in addition to the performers and other personnel
involved.
"York College is-proud to
have such an afliliation and
such an enriching event on it's
campus," said Dean Jacqueline
Ray. "It is marvelous during
the occasion of Black History
Month that we would have the
opportunity to honor Gospel in
the various creative forms that
were given to us. We are very
proud of our campus ministry
and we welcome them as a
vital part of our college."
This major' effort by the
Campus Ministry was indeed a
welcomed addition to the York
College Calendar Of Events. It
was a highlight in a month
given over to celebrating the
most important aspects of
Black History.
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* Deferment of most

...and more
Today 6,500 Peace Corps Volunteers art helping some
of the world's neediest people help themselves in 90
countries from Anncnia to Zimbabwe,

What in the world are you waiting for?

For more info call:

G.A.
Watkins

i
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On February 13, the Queens
ymphony Orchestra performed a program entitled "Britten and Blue Jeans:
Q.s.0.'~Family Day". Channel 11
anchorwoman Kaity Tong was on hand
as a guest narrator. Another special
aspect of "Family Day" was the "kids go
free policy," one kid to an adult, and
eVeryone - including the Orchestra - was
asked to wear blue jeans. The highlight
of the event was that the children were
allowed to walk around the orchestra as
it played Copeland's Rodeo.
Despite the piles of snow and slushy
conditions, the attending children and
their accompanying adults nearly filled
the auditorium. Baraka Dorsey
(Managing Editor, Pandora's Box) and I
escorted my brother Moses and my five
year-old son Esteban.
The first musical piece to be performed was "Joyous Overture", by
Roberto Sierra. Sierra is a native of
Puerto Rico, and a very up-and-coming
composer. The piece was influenced by
the composer's ethnicity, and it exudes
conviviality.
The Violin Concerto, Opus 64 by
Felix Mendelsohn followed. This is one
of the masterpieces of classical music,
and if you are able to give it a hearing, I
am sure you will agree. The violin solo
for this arrangement was adroitly per- /
f m e d by eight pxr-old Jessica

Guidieri, a winner in the Q.S.O.'s Young
Soloists Competition. The audience
responded very enthusiastically to
Guidieri.
At the conclusion of this performance, there was a small awards ceremony for the other winners of the
Orchestra's Y.S.C..
Five youngsters received recognition
for their excellence in musical performance. The winners ranged from ages
11 to 18. Their skill, paired with their
youth, provided inspiration for the children, teenagers and parents in the audience.
Following the awards ceremony,
Baraka and I allowed Moses, Esti and a
whole bunch of other people line up
with us against a wall as everything got
readied for the promenade.
While we were on line, we were
approached by a violinist. He asked the
kids if any of them knew what the
instrument he played was called, the
name of what is used to play the instrument (a bow), and - of particular interest
to me - he asked what the strings of the
bow were made of. As he loosened
what seemed to be a thick rubber band,
there hung from the bow many, many
strings of horse hair!
Lifting my eyes from the scene, I
noticed another orchestra member playing a trombone for a group of kids
around him, and several other musicians
doing the same. I left Baraka and

.. . '
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remember you are not from
In all, Joy and Michael had
G.T.,my darling. Well, you
brought two water coconuts
see, that liquid which the dread and two large cups of cane
has in the bottle is called steel . juice. Since there were
drop. As the name suggests,
beaches nearby, they
, it is an extract of iron and zinc.
decided to go to Prospec
The old foks in Guyana swear There they had laid on the
by it's usefulness, especially
grass much of the afternoon,
for women who have begun
sipping with their straws from
menstruating."
the same container at the same
'"And of what use is it for
time and sharing intimate feelmen?"
ings with each other.
Michael loQked at Joy full
For the first time
in the eyes and smiled. "What
years Michael had fdt safe
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Above The Rim Misses

Kip Montrose (Eric Nies, left) goes one-on-one against Kyle-Lee Watson (Duane Martin).

By Shariff A. Ali
Arts & Entertainment Editor
Basketball has always been
a good theme for a film story.
From as far back as Disney's
The Absent-MindedProfesor
to as recent as White Men
Can 't Jump and Blue Chips,
audiences will pay to see an
athletically focused film as
long as they contain two
important factors: a fairly
decent scrint and an adequate
cast.

Above The Rim, the new
action-drama from New Line
boast the latter. It offers an
impressive ensemble that
includes rapper-actor Tupac
Shakur and comedian Bernie
Mac, and gets convincing performances from the whole cast.
It is unfortunate that the script
does not contain the same high
energy that the cast gives to the
film.
Above The Rim is actually
two stories in one. The first is
about a man coming to terms

with his past, and the second is
about a high school senior
wondering about his future and
what part basketball plays,
Leon Robinson portrays
Thomas "Shep" Sheppard, a
former high school basketball
great whose dream of playing
in the pros was shattered by the
death of his friend and teammate.
Sheppard, who returns to
his alma mater as a security
guard sees another young hot
shot who's traveling on the

same road that he once took.
Kyle-Lee Watson (Duane
Martin) is the star point guard
on the team. His dreams of
one day attending Georgetown
University are put to the test in
his last season on the team.
Watson feels his chances
-re slipping away from him
and turns to the security of the
neighborhood gangster Birdie
(Shakur), a bad boy with a noholds-barred reputation.,
Of course, Birdie's real reason for wanting Kyle to play
for his team in the upcoming
neighborhood contest is to
destroy his chances of ever
attending college or getting
into the NBA. A deeper reason
is to get back at his brother for
turning out as a failure and to
prove that he is the man his
brother should have been.
Ironically, the brother that
Bernie can't tolerate is
Thomas.
Above The Rim is not a
total failure and that's due in
part to the performers in this
otherwise mediocre drama.
Martin and Leon are terrific in
their roles as the focal point of
the action and Shakur captivates the screen as the gangster
who is in control of everything.
This story is hard to believe
at times and becomes' so preContinuedonpage16

By Shariff A. Ali

Arts & Entertainment Editor
R & B female groups
today are all pretty much the
same. From superstars En
Vogue and SWV (Sisters With
Voices), to newcomers Xscape
md Eternal ["Stay"] and at
least a dozen others, the
sound, look and in some cases
he feel between the groups
are incredibly similar. Yet, the
R&B duo Zhane consciously
decided to stray away from the
standard formula for success.
Renee Neufville and Jean
Norris, the duo that makes up
the group, say that their music
is "R&B with a jazzy attitude
md a hip-hop flavor." If anything, their music is making
it's way up the charts very
quickly.
Coming off the hit singles
"Hey, Mr. D.J." and "Groove
Thang," Zhane has a debut
album, Pronounced Jah-Nay
(Motown) that is well produced, but lacks many of the
qualities that would make it a
stand out from the rest. What
they offer is an album rich in
traditional instruments and no
bombarded with synthesizers
that ate common place in
today's market.
Bypassing the first two sin
gles, one of which is "Hey,
Mr. D.J.," the third single
"Sending My Love" is a mellow track which talks about
being in and wanting to be in
love with a special someone.
It's a theme that is not all too
unfamiliar with today's radio
audience.
In fact, side A is chock ful
of serene R&B tunes expressing love-how to win it, how to
lose it, etc. But it makes no
special mark for the album.
Surprisingly, the duo has a
better side B. This is what
saves the album from being a
total failure. "Love Me Today'
is another soothing R&B song
that's well executed and has
lyrics that, while heard a hundred times before, are
expressed with a sultry fashioi
and heart.
"Off My Mind" is a beauti
ful, jazzy tune that gives one
the image of smoke-filled

Sugar Hill Is No Harlem Treat
By Darlene Morrison
Reporter

Sugar Hill is a bittersweet
movie. It is fair to say that this
story couId have given a fresher message about ghetto life,
but just went for entertainment
value and box office profits. In
the end it provides the
Hollywood cliche story of
ghetto life--drug sellers battling for power and using crime
to escape poverty.
The contemporary drama
stars Wesley Snipes and
Michael Wright as two brothers wha strive for power and
wealtb in a little section of
Harlem known as Sugar Hill.
Roemello Skuggs (Snipes)
yearns for a legitimate way of
life, while his brother
Raynathan (Wright) struggles
to maintain the h i t s of their
criminal drug transactions.

Wesley Snipes is Roemello Skuggs and Theresa Randle is Melissa HdJy in Sugar Hill.

As Y
witnessed their mother's
demise from an overdose of
heroin and their father's downfall after he was shot in a drug
deal gone sour.
Despite their past experiences, Romeo and Raynathan

of drug dealing
willfully. They become very
successful with the help of
aging Mafioso Gus Mouno
(Abe Vigoda), who uses his
cover as a grocery store owner
to h t his illegal activities.
.-Romea, a well educated

man, tires of the fast life and
seeks to get out of the business. In doing so, he meets
Melissa (Theresa Randle). She
is someone whose inner beauty
captures his heart. Raynathan,
on the other hand, .is-an- inse--..
Continued on page 16
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African American Artists Create Themes of Culture
By Shriti Sinha
Reporter
The works of three wellknown Dlack artists were on
view at :he 'York College Art
Gallery as part of the Black
History Month celebration.
Organized by the African
American Siudies Club, the
show fcaturcd the works of
Kolongi Brathwaite, Dirk
Joseph and the water colors of
Antoinette Fress!ey-Sanon.
The largcst and most
impressive works were the oils
of Brathwaite, a West Indian
artist who has been painting all
his life.
The works of all the artists
showed a combination of
African and American themes.
While the "ankh," the African
symbol of eternal life, was
used by both Brathwaite and
Joseph, they dealt with different African-American themes.
Brathwaite's work presented almost portrait-like paintings of well-known African
and African-American men
and women in groups.
His ".4ncestors" showed
figures like Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., Malcolm X, Elijah
Muhammad and others gathered aro~mdi t table.
In "S?rong Women,"
Winnie Mantiela, Alice Walker
and Toni Morrison were some
of the women portrayed.
Although prints of his works

l ~ r t i sDirk
t
Joseph proudly displays his artwork.

were available for sale in the
Atrium at the African Market,
Brathwaite wants to save the
originals for his children.
Joseph's works consisted
mostly of commentaries on the
urban nightmare. It showed
children glued to the television
set being brainwashed by cartoons, violence and commercials.
His most evocative painting
showed a Black woman
screaming as she holds her
child whose been shot to death.
An angular view of the urban
landscape of high rise buildings forms the background.
The blood flowing from the

child's body onto the pavement
gives the impression of an
American flag forming, and
one can almost hear the agonizing scream the mother is letting out.
This was the sixth group
show for Joseph who has been
exhibiting his work for the last
two years. He is part of the
Long Island Black Artists
Association and, at the age of
27, has enjoyed two solo shows
as well.
Born in Trinidad, Joseph
moved to Brooklyn at the age
of three. He uses different
materials for his works including multi-media.

,

I

"When I started, it did not
matter what materials I liked,"
he said, "but what supplies I
had."
Joseph dropped out of the
School of Visual Arts after a
car accident in 1990.
"That's when my art started
changing," he said. "I was no
longer trying to satisfy a
school requirement."
He even had to use his left
hand to work while recovering.
"It is said that if you use a
different arm, you use a different part of your brain," Joseph
said.
He is now planning to go
back to school to get a degree

in Art Therapy and work with
children.
Pressley-Sanon was the
only woman artist to have her
work displayed. Her tranquil
water colors and acrylics
showed women, alone or in
groups, enjoying life.
"It is a celebration of people enjoying life even il' things
are crazy," she said.
Pregnant women were
another recurrent theme in
Sanon's work. "Since I had nly
son, I am in love with pregnant
women," she said.
Sanon connected immediately to her roots during her
first visit to Haiti in the winter
of 1990.
"I realized that I belonged
there, and Haiti will always
have a very special place in my
heart," she said.
Sanon also works as an
ESL teacher at LaGuardia
Community College and loves
to write and tell stories. Her
paintings are available as greeting cards as well.
The exhibit was made possible through the efforts of
Patrice Kemp, Vice President
of the African American
Studies Club. Kemp is also a
graduating Accounting major.
"I got a lot of compliments
from the Fine Arts department
and the Administration for
putting on an exhibit in such a
short time," said Kemp. "One

Continued on page 20

The Opus Dance Theater Displays Elegance at York
By Gloria Ortiz
Reporter
The 1-1 tual of dance is an
irkportam: part of the traditions
of many African nations. In the
past, and even in certain tribes
today, Africans believe that the
rites of dance could appease
Gods or even ward off attackers.
Celebratillg the history and
purpose of Black History
Month, tt-e African American
Studies Club invited the Opus
Dance Theatcr to perform
some of t:~eirbest routines in
the York College Atrium.
The event, which took
place on February 17, was an
outstanding display of elegance
and precision, which was to be
expected From a dance company that has been revered
around the world.
During one dance number,
Mr. Michael IIePass, whose
performance as a homeless
alcoholic was brilliant and captivating, displayed his dedica-

Opus Dancers kick up their feet in unity.

tion to his craft. While in the
midst of executing an intricate
move, he cut his right hand on
an empty bottle of alcohol.
But, while the blood trickled
down his hand, he continued
performing his skit without
deviating from his original
plan.
Leanore Stapleton, who has
been with the company for
over a decade and who has per-

formed at York in the past,
continued her long tradition of
amazing the audience. Her
dance routine was truthhlly
powerful and brilliant.
Keisha Howard, another of
the dancers, performed a modern number to the tune of
Whitney Houston's Oscar
Nominated hit "I Have
Nothing." She too managed to
captivated and move the audi-

ence.
The final number, Unity,
was performed by dancers
Kerri Richardson, Richard
Lewis, Peter Moore and Lakai
Warrell. Together they performed up-tempo modern
dance steps as one. The crowd
rose out of their seats to deliver
a thunderous applause in
appreciation of the dancers giving their all to the perfor-

year's Kwanzaa ceremony.
They put on an average of 200 .
shows a year.
The performers are not
strictly dancers in the group.
They are accountants, profes- ,
sors and one is even a model
for the Hot 97 poster ads. But
while they dance, that is what
they concentrate on.
Asked why they returned to
do a show for free, Mr. Grant
replied, "York College is wonderful."
And that is how we feel
about Opus as well.
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The Word:
. . . The

laziness, racism, and stupidity on the part of the editors of the
Box who are more interested in
having a desk in the paper 5 ofice,
and fanning theflames of deception and hate rather than doing the
work of a reporte~
. .

--John+.Crow Alexander
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issues. Focus on your goa
take steps to implement
An investment will soon p
handsomelv. Couples work
together.
-

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20)
You will be looking for new
ways to have h n now. Dating is
a plus and couples will be feeling especially close. You will
be planning a nice surprise for a
family member. You are productive on the job early in the
week, but later, your energies
may slacken.

GEMINI (May 21 to Jnne 20)
You will be brightening up your
surroundings in some way this
week. Family interests are highlighted. Some of you will

PANDORA'S BOX

suggestion to make this week.
You are quite skilled now at
getting your thoughts across to
others. Some find joy through
creativity. Both work and family interests are favored, so take
advantage.

LEO (July 23 to August 22)
You will come up with new
ideas now for making money.
Innovative moves are favored in
business. Family members are
especially close. Shopping is a
plus. You begin a cycle that
looks promising for financial
interests. The weekend accents
plearsurs interests.

Surprise news comes from a
distance. Some will be perfecting a new skill.

LIBRA (September 23 to
October 22)You will have a
"take it or leave it" attitude
toward a social engagement this
week. Getting unfinished tasks
out of the way will be a main
priority. A raise in salary or a
new money-making opportunity will highlight the next few
weeks.

MAR. 25-APR.

SAGITTARIUS (November
22 to December 21) A project
on the back-burner gains new
life. Work done from behindthe-scents goes as planned.
New money-making opportunities will come now. You willbe
wanting more time for yourself
in the months ah&.

CAPRICORN (Dwember 22
to January 19) You will be
having an important discussion
with someone from bfar this
week. Meetings with advisors
SCORPIO (Qctober 23 to are fwared S a e wi)a be makNovember 21) You will be ing PI& fot a &tion trip.
beariqg &from friends you, YO& circle o f friend8 wiil

81

Spouses are in agreement about
the use of joint assets. A cycle
that promises you business success begins now.

PISCES (February 1 9 to
March 20) It's a good time to
sign papers and reach agree-

ments. Delightful travel oportunities loom before you in the
months ahead. Luck will come
through publishing and education. Extra incentive brings job

gains now.

SOAP CHECK
ALL MY CHILDREN: Adam was upset when Gloria lied about talking to Alec on
the phone. Stuart warned her to ignore Alec or risk losing Adam. Janet was tempted to take Amanda but "Mirror Janet" persuaded her not to. Despite livia's passionate pleas, the judge awarded custody of Jamal to Alec. Julia admitted she had lied
about Ta,ylor. Palmer and Opal went undercover to learn who was stealing their
chicken recipe. Janet accidentally fell into Tad's arms and was instantly smitten.
Dimitri pretended to make peace with Kendall so he could get Anton back. Hayley
and Charlie brought Celia to Pine Valley. WAIT TO SEE: Kendall sees a chance for
revenge.
ANOTHIER WORLD: After realizing Vicky had gone into labor while the divorce
papers were being signed, Grant rushed to the hospital where he found her crying
out for Ryan. Grant stayed in the delivery room despite Vicky's wishes and then
held the child, vowing never to give it up. Jake asked Lorna for a date, hoping to
get infonmation on Carl for himself and Iris. Jake and Pauline learned Alli had run
away from Amanda because she doesn't like Grant. Felicia wondered why Cass
shied aw.ay from Charlie. WAIT TO SEE: Vicky and Ryan face a new problem
with Grant.
AS THE WORLD TURNS: Hal found a bloodstained sweater in Ned's New York
apartment. Emily confronted her mother after Royce admitted Susan influenced hin
to call off their wedding. Hans threatened Eduardo. Orlena was upset with Damian's
decision to return to Oakdale with Lily. Shannon saw the man who had been following her and Royce. Jessica was upset with Duncan's suggestion that she help
Craig smuggle hes children out of Montega. Holden and Connor were puzzzled by
the findmgs In the Kingsley-Malta file. WAIT TO SEE: Duncan is faced with a crucial dilernna
BOLD AND THE BEAUTIFUL: Brooke and James told each other that making
love had helped them get ofer their feelings for Ridge and Taylor. Before leaving for
a conference, Taylor wrote a letter to Ridge telling him about her night in the cabin
with James. Jack, who knew what was in the letter, was unable to stop Stephanie
from opening it. After reading it, Stephanie insisted she had to give it to Ridge.
After a pleasant visit with Stephanie, Eric returned home to hind Sheila waiting for
him. Miicy was about to tell Sally that she was Anthony's "other woman" when Sally
suddenljr volced complete faith in him. WAIT TO SEE: Brooke and James are each
in for a surprise.
DAYS OF OUR LIVES: Stefano taunted John by saying the sevrets in his past will
keep him from Kristen forever. After being clubbed unconscious, John awoke in the
dungeon and realized Stefano could take his mind away again. Meanwhile, Stefano
told Celeste this time either John Black or he (Stefano) would die. Tony found
Kristen ,at the plantation and as the two made love, a distraught John watched on a
TV monitor set up in his cell. Upset that Austin foiled his plans to get to Carrie,
Alan decided to take her sister, Sami, instead. Laura, who had been hearing voices
in her head, disappeared but was later found by Peter and Jennifer. WAIT TO SEE:
Sami makes a dangerous decision.

GENERAL HOSPITAL: Laura was kidnapped, but then turned the tables on Frank
Smith's hired thugs. Felicia tried to smooth things over between Robin and Mac.
Later, Mac and Felicia got distressing news about Maxie. Katherine made her feelings for Ned obvious. An angry Bobbie told Monica how she really felt about
Damian. Lila was surprised by Edward's early birthday gift.. WAIT TO SEE: Luke
faces a difficult decision.
GUIDING LIGHT: The hearing to overturn Peter's adoption began. The Lewis clan
was upset when Tangie refused to testify against Roger. Dylan turned up to take
Bridget's side. The Lewises were again upset when the court ruled that, for now,
Peter could stay with Vanessa and Billy, but Roger was to have supervised visits.
Later, Ross announced Bridget would file for custody of her son. Michelle was concerned that a biological mother could get her child back after signing it away. Pauly
came up with an idea after hearing Ross and Cutter on the phone discussing his
stolen money. WAIT TO SEE: Jenna makes a fateful decision.
LOVING: Alex married a still comatose Ava at her bedside, while Harry showed
Ava what her future would be like if she returned to her loved ones. Later, Ava came
out of her coma to find Alex at her side. Kate urged Ava to try to recall everything
about her encouncter with Harry. Gwyn pondered giving up the Alden nme in favor
of her maiden name. Steffi and Cooper tiffed over her living at the mansion. Angie
made love to Charles despite her fear of having been infected with HIV: WAIT TO
SEE: Curtis continues to get mixed signals from Dinah Lee.
ONE LIFE TO LIVE: Sarah, the elderly blind lady, encouraged Todd to return to
Llanview for Rebecca. Max rejected Luna's bid to come home when she admitted
she felt he still had a gambling problem. Hoping to make Asa jealous, Alex struck
a deal with Asa's rival, Buck Miller. At the trial, Ethel gave damaging testimony
about Dorian, but on cross examination, Nora managed to destroy her credibility.
Later, Nora shocked Bo when she attacked him on the witness stand. WAIT TO
SEE: Joey's return creates a problem for Powell and Rebecca.
YOUNG AND THE RESTLESS: Blade was surprised when Marilyn turned our to
be Jack's date for dinner with him and Ashley. Gloria wondered if April killed
Robert because she was having an affair with Paul. Paul, meanwhile, wanted to tell
April she had the wrong idea about his feelings for her. Hope apologized for saying
she was upset that everyone expected Victor to be there for Nikki. But Victor said.
he agreed with Hope, and, what's more, he loved her. Later, Victor hired Jed to do
some work at the ranch and also keep an eye on Nikki. WAIT TO SEE: The case
against April begins to look hopeless.
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By Baraka Dorsey
Munaging Editor

"When you join Student Government, you have a responsibility to attend every meeting. I have classes and I
have a life, but I knew when I got elected that I had to fulfill my obligations."
This was said by Jocelyn Badette, YSG Evening Vice President, about the lack of participation by the overwhelming
majority of student government senators this year. Unjortunately, Jocelyn, like the rest of us who knew what was going
on (or not going on) in student government, chose to remain quiet and not address the problem. We convinced ourselves
that by drawing attention to the numerous things going wrong in student government, we would be causing more damage than if we remained quiet. We were wrong.
Out of twenty-nine senators elected by the student body to represent them in the governance of the college, approximately six (including the president) were active. This means that only 20% of the students entrusted with your student
association fees ever showed up for work.
It was the responsibility of the six-or-so active senators to address the problem and rectify it. When only six senators
show up to meetings, no official business is constitutionally allowed to be taken care of. Although the six senators were
frustrated by their inability to conduct business because of the tremendous absenteeism, none of them did anything to fix
the problem.
It was the responsibility of this publication, your official student newspaper, to expose the problem to the entire college community. It has been our time-honored tradition to serve as a watchdog over student government to ensure that it
is acting in the best interests of the student body. However, we did nothing to reveal the problem until now.
Today, as you read this, many of those non-working senators are attempting to win reelection in this year's student government elections. Although we cannot endorse or campaign against any student government candidate, we can encourage you to question the candidates closely. Find out if they are senators seeking reelection or are new to government.
Examine their motives for seeking office. Make an informed decision. And keep a watchful eye on them once they're in
office - we will.
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National
Service
Contlinuedfrom Page 3

12 different cities.
"The city I3oston City Year
is in many ways the closet
national model to the type of
experience the president has
been interested in providing
national servic.es,"Allen said.
Startec three years ago by
two Harvdrd Law School graduates, the project consist of
teams of volunteers made up of

young people from widely
diverse backgrounds.
They work in the local
schools in tutoring, mentoring
and after-school enrichment
programs. The participants
range from those who graduated from the top of the class at
Eastern colleges to an innercity youth who was shot in a
gang incident and nearly died.
In Texas, 89 volunteers
under the existing Volunteers
In Service to America (VISTA)
program put together an immunization team and under the
direction of the health department, immunized 104,000 children.

Don't Believe The Hype
Continued from page 10
him,'' said Rumana Ahmed, an
upper junior English major.
"Some of the things he said
about immigrants offended

-

a

"

111L.

"He was talking about
stereotypes," she added, "and
he was being stereotypical
himself."
Though exact figures of the
Muslim population at York are

7

1

When The Going Gets Tough
Continued from page 4
You would just come and go ...
there was jusi not a lot of fellowship".
Teresa Tuzker, a Social
Work niqlor \vho will be graduating in Jm: expressed one
of her concerns. "Advisement
is beginn:ng 1.0look like an
assen~blylinc because you are
just in and out. They don't
advise you - :you just go in and
tell them what you want. The
only time they really check is
whcn you are an upperclass-

man and by then you've
already made sonic incorrect
judgements in piching classes.
As a result, many students
have to put in another semester
at York."
When asked at that time
about future forums, Stevenson
claimed that he would encourage academic departments to
hold open forums with their
faculty and students regularly.
"I am hoping to set a trend
that will help academic departments broaden the dialogue on

Rim

campus in an effort to be student centered," concluded
Stevenson.
Since Stevenson's resignation Daisy DeFilippis has
taken over the responsibility
for academic forums. No new
forunis have been scheduled
yet.

not available, the Muslim
Students' Association has a
membership of sixty-five students who meet every Friday.
"We should see the facts
behind what's happening," said
Dar. "We are targeted because
we are in the minority and
because we don't answer
back."
Most in the audience
agreed that the media is bias
against
Islam. "I think the
Imam was right but Jewish
people and fundamentalist
Christians say the same thing
about the media," said
Hoffman. "We think of the
media as very objective and
accept what it says without
going any further to fiud out
what people say about themselves."
Hoffman's opinion of the
media is what motivated him to
attend the lecture.

"1 was here because I am
interested in understanding
what they believe in and why,"
added H o h a n .
There were other insi~htsto
the misrepresentation of
Muslims in the media.
"Muslims are misrepresented because the wrong muslims
are given attention," said
Ahmed. "The media pays
attention to them because good
is boring."
prof Hoffman quoted a
good rule of thumb when it
'comes to cultural understanding.
"Be quick to listen and
slow to speak and slow to
become angry," said Hopman.
quoting from the Book of
James in the New Testamex
"It is a good rule to follow in a
place like New York City and
York College, where there are
so many tii fferences."

COMEDY COMES TO YORK
AUDITIONS MAY 9 IN CAFETERIA
AUDITONS MAY 10 AT MULTICULTURAL FAIR
PRESENTED BY
BLACK PLANET PRODUCTIONS
SPONSORED BY THE BOX

Mv Friend

Continued from page 1.
dictable that viewers naturally
jump ahead ofthe action.
There is no empathy that can
be built for thc characters
because 01'their by-the-numbers routines.
The script should have
focused more on Kyle and les:
oq Thomas. Kyle's choices
and how he goes about makinl
the right one is the core of the
film. Thomas would have
been morc. cffcctive as the
mentor, but by the time the
script decides that this should
happen, a great deal of interes
is lost in t x f lrn.
Above Thc Rim needed
characters that make you care.
not cheap shots at the heartstrings. And although the cast
was great, they cannot hold
this dramz, together. A better
story would h.lve given this
film a slam dunk, instead it's
just one b,g airball.
Film Grade-((:)

Continued ji-om page 12
eing vested with a capricious
eart and vulnerable to the
etrayal of trust and confience, he had simply flung the
oors to his inner chambers
iide open to her.
And Joy had walked right
1. Not that even if she had
leen willing not to, she could
ave defied the force that was
rawing her thither. Emotions
?at are honest expressed and
motions that seek an honest
xpression are like magnet and
teel; placed within the same
iagnetic field, they are
levitably bound to unite. In
Aichael's deeper world Joy had
ound the inspiration to tap
ito her strength and courage
:I lxove her own self what for
ears she had longed to; trustig and trustworthy.
The night begun to creep
.p reluctantly on the city Joy
nd Michael left the park and
.rove silently to his house.
;he had a full morning of
lasses and had not slept since
A.M. that day. Excited as
he was about spending the
ime with Michael, Joy now
elt dead tired.
She asked him if she could
I

take a quick nap on the sofa,
but Michael offered her his
bed. He placed a large rotating
fan at the bedroom door. Joy
asked him to lower the speed
to medium. As though she had
a life-long intimate attachment
to the simple single bed, she
crawled onto it delightedly
soon after she became completely absorbed the secrets
and private thoughts he had
shared with her in the park.
She wondered how could
some one as intelligent, good
looking and relatively famous
as M. T. Hardbranch, living in
a city like New York, be so
morally strong as to not date a
woman in two years. She was
sure that, like herself, there
were other women after him.
Yet she could not find the reason to doubt him. After all she
thought, here I am lying in his
bed with no one else but himself in this house and he has
not even attempted to kiss me
or touch anywhere that he has
no right to touch. He is such a
gentleman. She couldn't wait
to tell her best friend about
hlrn.
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Caucus Makes Impact On York Students
By Siah Bonita Hagin
Reporter
On February 18, students,
graduates and administrators of
York College traveled to
Albany to attend the New York
State Black and Puerto-Rican
Caucus Weekend '94. Students
were sponsored by President
Josephine Dunb,ir Davis which
included hotel accommodations and transportation to and
from Albany.
Among those who attended
were student go\ ernments
Jessica Clarke and Sherriann
Williams, along with York
alumni Jean Phelps and Cecil
Lawrence. U'hile many traveled to Albany fix a one day
trip there were quite a few who
took part in the caucus activities in it's etzirety. The Caucus
was an open invitation for citizens to meet the New York
State Legislators, and to educate themse!ves about what is
taking place in their community.
''I think the L.egislator7s

were very impressed by the
group of students who represented York College this
year,"commented Patrick
Duggan, Assistant to the
President.
The Caucus theme for '94
was "Common Roots Many
Branches:Coming Together For
Empowerment." Conferences
took place in the Legislators'
Office Buildings and several
other nearby executive buildings.
During the three day weekend Assembly members and
Senators held luncheons which
allowed the public to meet with
legislators on a one-on-one
basis. Some Legislators took
part in the luncheons while
others invited visitors to their
offices.
Among the senators who
met with the public for lunch
was Senator Alton R. Waldon
Jr. of Queens. Waldon has been
in office for nine years and has
participated in the conference
for 11 of the 25 years the conference has been in existence.

Waldon was pleased that the
amount of young people who
have taken part in the conference has increased over the
years. Approxinlately 1,000
young people were present at
this year's conference.
Sherriann Williams, one of
the representatives was well
received by Senator Ada
Smith.
"I established a warm rapport with Senator Ada Smith,
who also suggested a trip to
Albany to visit her (in the
future)," commented Williams.
Many seminars at the conference were devoted to the
youth.
"The Black Puerto-Rican
Caucus was an opportunity to
make a strong impact on the
young people and to change
their lives if they were going
the wrong way," stated Ronald
St.John, Administrative Intern
for Community Affairs.
One of the seminars for the
youth discussed the negative
effects of urban violence and
presented tragic examples in an

attempt to keep the youth on
the right track.
Besides the local state senators and assembly members the
Reverends Jesse Jackson and
Al Sharpton were also in attendance. Jackson who has visited
York in the past made a lasting
impression on the audience as
he spoke about young African
American and Latino children.
"Use what you have don't
cry about what you don't
have:' Jackson said.
Jackson expressed that we
must reclaim our youth by getting more involved in their
schooling and using what
power we already have to make
a better life for them.
While Sharpton didn't
speak, his presence was felt as
his supporters wore campaign
buttons announcing his c a d i dacy for senator.
On Saturday participants
attended a Craft's fair that took
place at the lower level of the
Legislators Office Building.
Big and small businesses were
at hand to promote their prod-

ucts. In addition, the New York
State Division of Youth really
drew a crowd. They entertained
the participants with balloons,
clowns, a hip-hop dance exhibition, and painted funny faces
on any one who was willing.
There was also an Awards'
ceremony honoring thirty-four
individuals for their outstanding community service. Among
the honorees was York alunlnus
Andrew Jackson, Director of
the Langston Hughes
Community Library and
Cultural Center.
Jackson, who graduated in
1990, was not only recognized
for his work at the Langston
Hughes Library but also his
extensive impact as a lecturer
of African American history.
The conference concluded
with the vocal sounds of
Regina Belle and a church service on Sunday morning with
the Annual Gala Dinner in the
evening.

P.S. 37 Embraces Dr. Leonard Jeffries
By Lynette Battle
Reporter
On Thursday February
19th, the usually serene block
of 136th Avenue and Belknap
Street in Springfield Gardens,
Queens was in a state of disarray. Children were running,
mother's were chxing them
and father's giving both mother
and child a stern look of disapproval. But iri everyone there
was a certain feeling of excitement, a bit of'anxiety, curiosity,
fervor. The way the people
were acting, you would think
everyone was buzzing with the
newspf the ctoming Messiah.

For some the guest speaker for
P.S.373 "Tribute to the African
American Experience", Dr.
Leonard Jefferies, was there to
set the story straight -- to teach
both parent and child the truth
about Africans and their existence.
When the Parents Association of P.S. 37 invited Dr.
Jefferies to speak to the community, they did not expect it
to create a big stir. After all,
Dr. Jef'feries gives speeches all
the time. The day before Dr.
Jefferies was scheduled to
speak, a page two article ran in
the New York Newsday by Jim
Dwyer touting "[The] Iceman

Cometh to l?S. 37" the article
condemned Jefferies, the
Parents Association, and the
principal, Ms. D King for
bringing a "racist celebrity" to
the school.
Yet, instead of the article
outraging people with the
announcement of Dr.Jefferies,
it did the opposite, it made
more people want to hear him
and be enlightened.
In fact, as a resident of
Springfield Gardens I had
never seen the community
come together in such a way.
Mrs. Vermelle Greenwood
a member of the Parents
Association said "We felt it our

responsibility to the students,
to the parents, and the community to bring Dr. Jefferies
here."
In Dr.Jefferies speech, he
stated that history began with
the African. He told the children only a small fraction of
the great things that ancient
Africans accomplished, from
the building of the pyramids to
the great kingdoms they ruled.
The historian also urged the
audience to commit to learning
and teaching themselves about
their heritage, because if they
wait for someone else to teach
them it will never happen.
"Because people are afraid

I

IN HONOR OF ANDREW JACKSON
I B Siah
~ Bonita Hagin

I

Reporter

Andrew Jackson, a 1990
graduate of York College, was
recognized fcr his outstanding
contributions to the community
in the past and present during
the New York State Black and
Puerto Rican Caucus Weekend
'94.
He is presently the director
of the Langston Hughes Community Library and Cultural
Center. Jackson acknowledges
York College for what he is
today and feels that it has
made a major impact on his
life.
"The first semester I was

here at York, I took a Black
history course and it changed
my life," said Jackson.
The oldest of triplets,
Jackson was recognized for his
outstanding community service
and his extensive outreach as a
lecturer on African-American
history.
Jackson, a native New
Yorker, has been the director of
the Langston Hughes Library
and Cultural Center located in
Corona, Queens, since 198 1.
The library opened its doors to
the public on April 26, 1969
and has been growing ever
since.
"The difference about
Langston Hughes Library,

aside from any other library is
that it was started by (AfricanAmerican) our people," commented Jackson.
Jackson is presently pursuing his Master's degree at
Queens College. In the past he
has been honored with numerous amounts of awards.
Among them are the National
Association of Negro Business
and Professional Women's
Club, which has honored him
with their Ombudsman award
and Man of the Year award
respectively. He is also listed in
the 1992-93 Who b Whose
Among Black Americans.
On March 26, Jackson will
be awarded for his work as

director of the Langston
Hughes Library, in Washingtor
D.C.
The Library center is the
home of the only Black
Heritage Reference Center of
Queens County and has the
largest circulating Black heritage book collection in New
York City. In 1990 the Center's
block of Northern Blvd was
renamed Langston Hughes
Walk, by the city council.
The Library will be celebrating its 25th anniversary
this year. It is open Monday
and Friday from 10-6pm,
Tuesday 1-6pm, Wednesday
and Thursday 1 -8pm, and
Saturday from 10-5pm.

of the enormous truth about the
people of color,"reasoned
Je ffries.
As the enormous group of
reporters hovered in the wings
like buzzards waiting for Dr.
Jeffries to slip up and say
something controversial, the
children sat diligently in the
audience and learned more
than the Board of Education
has ever taught them.
One child asked his mother,
"Why don't they (teachers)
teach us that?" She could only
look at him with a blank
expression, for she knew there
/as no valid answer.

STUDENT
SENATORIAL
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Musical
Notes
Continued from page 12
Moses and went farther down
the line in order to experience
a trumpet. The trumpeter
invited the children to give the
trumpet a blow and how I
would have liked to trade
places with Esteban! At this
point, I believed I was attending the most interesting concert
I had ever been to, a sentiment
shared by a tew other mothers.
We were all then led to a
smaller a.udi~oriumby courteous ushers, where the trumpeter and the trombonist again
discussed their instruments on
stage.
The trumpeter, in particular, seemed to enjoy interacting
with the children. He
explained that a trumpet can
sound very soft, and he played
a soft, mellow note. And it can
also sound very loud, and he
played an ear piercing battle
call.
At the end of the demonstration. he once again invited
the children to try to sound the
trumpet. To sound it right one
must place their lips on the
mouthpiece, inhale a big
breath, and blow strong, while
vibrating tha lips. Lip after lip
and huff after huff met the
small brass instrument. Some
of those who tried managed it
very well and others, like Esti,
will have better luck next year.
Aftelwards, the Executive
Director of r he Q.S.O., Ellen
Young took over. Regrettably,
Ms. Young committed some of
the mist.akes that occur when
you're not used to dealing with
children. Her instructions were
rigid and prolonged and her
mood was unnecessarily tense.
" But apart from that, it was
nice to be b,.ickstage. We were
not going to. walk through the
orchestra but rather around it,
and Tong would be there to
greet us as we left the stage.
As h/Iae!;tro Fagen lifted his
baton. the music played and the
procession commenced. We
first passed by the violins,
which were waving to us, then
we made a lurn and greeted
Mr. Piano. As we continued
on our turn Esteban pointed to
the stately harp. Harps have a
way of maintaining a segregated society. They are popular,
but are nonetheless too expensive for the vast majority to
afford at $20-to-$30,000.
A few steps on, there were
some castanets on the floor.
They w ~ x edifferent from the
one's 1 have at home. The
orchestra's ,ire attached to a
wooden frame, whereas mine

are hand-held. Up ahead were
the woodwinds. Going on from
there, we came upon a gong. I
felt myself drawn to it; it was
big, round, golden and inviting
me to whack it. Towards the
front were the brass -- the
strong-men of the orchestra.
I asked Esteban what his
favorite instrument was and he
replied, "The drum and the
gold thing that goes 'bung'
(cymbals) !"
Around another corner, we
marched past the drums, xylophones, more strings, and then
into view of Tong's face. She
was handing little colored plastic sticks to the children, (to
stir their coffee with, perhaps?)
Actually, they were supposed
to be used as batons.
Back at our seats, Esti and
1 watched the rest of the procession. We had long separated from Baraka and Moses
(who alleged that Tong winked
at him as he left the stage).
Then that same flirty Kaity
narrated Benjamin Britten's
Young People k Guide to t h ~
Orchestra.
"Kaity Tong made it very
special," said Mrs. Saiguchi,
one of the attending mothers in
the audience.
The Guide provided a brief
description of each section of
the orchestra and a few individual instruments. Each section of the orchestra would
respond to their description so
that the audience could identify
them. Apart from all of the
well-known instruments, Tong
and Mr. Britten introduced the
audience to a few obscure
instruments such as the whip
(the sound of which causes
immediate internal tickling).
. The Guide culminated in a
fusing of compositions by
Andre Previn and an Irish
fugue.
The concert was over, now
and the Orchestra provided
kids and all with a period for
questions and answers.
When I asked Kathy and
Zachary Grossman what their
favorite part of the concert
was, they both included the
musical performances, and
Kathy also said, "Walking
around the stage."
Other reactions were,"The
concert was great," said Moses
and "I loved it," said Esteban.
The nature of the children's questions were simple
and mostly born out of curiosity during the question and
answer session. Yet the
answers, except those from the
concert master and Guidieri.

were a complicated mass of
arrogance. If it had not been
for the very amiable trumpeter,
I would have felt aversion for
the whole Q.S.O.
Some questions were:
Does the conductor have to
know how to play all the
instruments in the orchestra
and how do the musicians see
their sheet music and the conductor at the same time?
The first answer was that
the conductor should know
how to play some instruments
but not all. The second answer
was that the musicians are
aware of the conductor's movements and look up from time
to time, but basically keep their
r
music.
eyes on t h e ~ sheet
The concert master,
Masako Yanagita, was asked
what her job entailed.
"....I decide how to move
the bow," she answered with a
laugh, referring to the fact that
a violin bow produces the same
note in a variety of strokes, but
for the sake of uniformity, all
the bows follow the concert
masters' direction.
"It was a wonderful opportunity for children to experience music this way," said Mrs.
Grossman.
All those with children
should introduce their kids to
classical music with concerts
as fun and instructive as this.

Black Artists
Continued from page 14
month is considered a short
time for organizing an art
exhibit."
And Kemp explained how
she was able to pull it off.
"I targeted Black artists by
contacting the Jamaica Arts
Center, the African Poetry
Theater and people I knew in
Harlem."
However, Kemp was disappointed with the administration's contribution.
"I was supposed to be
working with Duggan
(Assistant to the President),"
she said. "He was very enthusiastic at our first meeting but
when everything was finalized,
he told me that no resources
were available."
"The exhibit was relatively

cheap," she added, "costing
only $965.00 which included
transportation and insurance of
the art works, repair of the
gallery and refreshments."
A determined Kemp had to
look elsewhere to find the
resources for the event.
"I contacted the Student
Government for finances and
they had no problem in funding the exhibit," said Kemp.
"Robert Hudson, the President
of Student Government, realized how hard I had worked to
get it together."
After her hard work Kemp
was justly rewarded for hcr
intense efforts.
"In the end it was a success. Everybody really liked
the work," and for Kemp that's
what really mattered.
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Rite
of
Passage
Dr. John Henrik Clarke
Continued from page 8

Conitinwedfrom page 4
The great historian then
took a cni-eful look at the current situation of Africans
throughout the diaspora. Many
conternpcmry African leaders
h a ~ eAfrican bodies but
European minds, he said."How
can we change that?"
The changes that are taking
place in South Africa drew
austere criticism from the
respected elder of Africanism.
He comnient~:d on ANC leader
Nelson Manclela's political
naivete (his favorite expression
of the evening) of playing into

the hands of the world's most
segregationist and oppressive
regime.
"Election in South Africa
would not mean anything
there." he warned. "The medicine that cures an oppressed
people, is the blood of the
oppressor."
As he looked at the role of
religion in global world affairs,
Dr. Clarke told the audience
that European concept of organized religion is an ideology of
conquest, which put science
before God and man.
On the contrary, he noted, if

ZHANE
Continued from page 13
The other notable on this
side is the lovely ballad "For A
h the true high
Reason;' w h ~ is
point of 1 his album. While the
other cuts just don't leave a
lasting impression, Zhane does
make an album that comes full
circle. The duo gives their listeners RtSLB, jazz and hip-hop
in one complete package.
Both members of Zhane
hail from the east coast. They
are both musically gifted as
well. In addition to singing,
they both play a variety of
instruments, including the
p i n Neufville and Norris met
each other on the campus of

--

Temple University while
majoring in fields light years
away from singing. But the duo
was well received by the student body and eventually built
themselves a following. They
eventually met up with producer Kay-Gee of Naughty By
Nature and, as they say, the rest
is history.
Zhane has come a long way
from singing backup for DJ
Jazzy Jeff and the Fresh Prince
on the single "Ring My Bell."
The duo now wants to make
music that can be easily distinguishable both lyrically and
musically. It means shooting
for superstar status in their
own inimitable fashion. (B-)

Sugar Hill
Continued from page 13
cure man who is afraid of life
outside of the drug cartel and
attempts to hold together the
only I~fethat he knows.
The brothers then face
competi:ion in the form of the
power-driven Lolly Jonas
(Ern~eHudson). He attempts
to take over the brothers7
Harlem empire and that's
where the action begins.
Snipes has built a reputation for high caliber performances with critically
acclaimed roles in Jungle
Fever and the hit film New
Jack City. In the latter, he also
played a drug lord, but Romeo
is different ,as vividly displayed
by the tender scenes between
him and his father A.R.
(Clarence Williams 111).
Romeo has a heart.
Wnght, an underrated
actor, whose previous credits
include The Five Heartbeats
and the television mini-series

V, turns Raynathan into a
thrilling and compelling role.
This is his best work to date
and one can only hope for
brighter things in his future.
Randle, the love interest for
Snipes, is attractive and sincere, but must work through
scenes that don't do justice to
her character. Most of the
scenes that she appeared in
made her seem bland and out
of touch with the main story.
Sometimes a good performance can't overcome inferior
writing.
Sugar Hill in essence was
just another wake up call to the
dangers of drugs, and how it
affect the lives of young
African American men living
in the inner city.

an African were to walk on the
moon, he would first have a
prayer meeting, paying allegiance to the Supreme Being
before all else.
"Give the world a new
humanity, "the aging sage
charged the audience of mostly
young intellectuals. "Let us say
if we did it once, we can dio it
again." The history of Africa
cannot be contained in a single
month, the shortest one of the
year at that.

I
I

them see that abuse of women
is a human rights issue, not a
cultural one.
The irony at hand is that
while many around the world
view the practice of clitoridectomv with horror and disbelief.
many of the women who have
been circumcised find it hard
to understand why the custom
is not ~racticedevervwhere.
They associate the removal of
the clitoris as an intrinsic part
of what makes them feminine
and are saddened by the
thought of uncircumcised
women.
There is also a small but
growing number of African
women born on the Mother
continent. but educated and
residing in the West, who
oppose female circumcision

but take offense to what they
see as the superior posturing of
the Western onlookers trying to
impose their moral standards
on Afr~cans.Two such
women, Seble Dawit and
Salem Mekuria, co-wrote an
article in the Washington Post
In wh~chthey argued that
"Genital Mutilation does not
exist in a vacuum but as part of'
the social fabric, stemming
from the power Imbalance In
relations between the
sexes ....All eradication efforts
must begin and proceed form
these basic premises". Dawit
and Mekuria add that in order
to change this practice, those
directly involved must be educated to its physical and psychological dangers-not by
..
.
. ..
outsiders, but by fellow
Africans.
-
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HERE'S WHP'THE SMART MONEY
AT CUNY
IS GOING WITH TIM-CREY
AS IF THE FUTURE DEPENDS ON IT.

B

ecause it does. You can
count on TIAA-CREF to
do everything we can to help
you reach your financial
objectives. That's because we
have the expertise, quality
products and services, and
longterm vision to support
our commitments to you.
What's more, with TIAACREFYOU can have:

Payout Flexibility
Financial Control
Low Expenses
Superior Service
Long-Term
Investing Expertise

It All Adds Up
When you put all these
reasons together, you'll see
that TIAA-CREF is clearly
the choice for your long-term
assets. To find out more about
the many flexibilities available
to you from TIM-CREE or
if you have any questions,just
call our CUNY Dedicated
Service Hothe:

1 800 842-2733,
EXT.8016

-

--

-

-

-

-

-

--

-

MAR. 25-APR.8

PANDORA'S BOX

PAGE 23

Cardinals Strive With Big Losses
By Christopher L. Chaney
Editor-in-'Chi4.f
York's men's basketball
team made a painful step forward in their post-season.
They were once again
knocked out of the CUNY
tournament by archrival
Hunter College (Shawn
McCartney & Crew) after
playing in a closely contested
regular season series (0-2'9597 OT at home,73-76 away).
York's third place ousting
from the CUhY tournament
would usually signify the end
of their season, but they
received a surprise extension
in the form of an invitation to
the Eastern Conference
Athletic C~onftv-ence(ECAC)
tournament.
The last time the
Cardinals were invited to the
tournament was 1977 when
head coach Ronald St.John
was on the floor as a player.
The Cardinals lost the ECAC
championship final game that
year to Upsala.

After enjoying a home
win (94-89 OT) against Kean
College (New Jersey) in the
first round of tournament
play, York had already gone
farther than any other
CUNY school in the tournament. Staten Island lost to
Jersey City State 100-86 and
Lehman lost to Mt. St.
Vincent 86-76 in the first
round.
They would face Jersey
City State next in the semifinals on the Gothic Knights
home court. The Knights
seemed used to winning the
big game as the multitude of
banners conveyed but that
didn't matter to the York
challengers.
The Cardinals started
slow as the Knights took a 26 lead in the first two minutes
of play but busted out to an
8-6 recovery. York was able to
pull away 20-12 for their
largest lead of the game.
At 10:21 J C State tied the
ballgame u p (22-22). Once
again the score went back

and forth and by halftime
York had a 40-39 edge.
The Cardinals were definitely up for the task a t hand
as they withstood the fresh
legs the J C State coaching
staff threw at them in the
first half.
Between the seesaw battle
for the lead, the coaches and
the referees went to war as
well as the players.
"I didn't know you could
push and shove in this game
called basketball Murphy,"
St. John screamed to one of
the pinstriped referees.
Despite St. John's sarcasm, the referees questionable calls and their unique
perception of what was really
going on in the game persisted in the second half. Luckily
the brunt of the bad calls was
equally shared by both teams.
Besides the coach's war
against the officials two players were going head to head
in the first half. Morris was
going trey for trey with
Stefon Beck (guard), Jersey

City's 38% three-point shooter. They both made two treys
in the first half. Morris was
the Cardinal's high-scorer in
the half with 13 points and
Beck led the way for the
Knights with 10.
The second half was not
very different from the first
as neither team could break
away from the other.
York kept close in spite of
poor shooting at the foul line
(47%) as they jousted with
the Knights for 19:44. The
Cardinals took a timeout
with 16 seconds remaining in
the game and them down by
two(82-84).
"I asked Dennis (Burke,
Assistant Coach) if he was
ready to go home and we
decided to go for it," said St.
John who sent his team back
out on the floor to win it all
or walk away knowing they
had done the best they could.
The Cardinals inbounded
the ball to Morris, their hot
hand and he dribbled a couple of seconds off the clock

looking for a shot opportunity. Unable to shake the
Jersey City defender on the
perimeter Morris drove to
the lane with him on his hip.
The ball teasingly rolled
around the rim until it finally
dropped with five clicks left
on the clock.
"I think he would have
made it if he took it,"said St.
John. "The play was set up
for him to come off a screen
and get the three."
Instead the Cardinals
went into overtime. And in
the extended play York was
nowhere to be found.
Shephard who had
stepped up in the second half
scoring 16 of his 18 points hit
a three to begin the overtime
session. Two minutes later he
fouled out of the game scoring the onlj points for York
in the period as the Knights
claimed the victory 87-97.
York's best season in
years had ended and now
their new one begins.

Lady Cards Miss The Big Wins
By Christopher L. Chaney
Editor-in-Chief

+.

On March 9, the women's
basketball team's impressive
season ended in Madison,
New Jersey. The Lady
Cardinals were eliminated
from the East Coast Athletic
Conference tournament by
FDU Madison in an overtime
loss 72-70.
The Lady Cardinals who
had a record breaking season
of 18-6, didn't achieve any of
the big victories this year but
managed to solidify their status as a force to be reckoned
with in the CUVY and the
Hudson Valley Athletic
Conferences.
When we last left the
Lady Cardinals they were
just named CUNY regular
season champions (6-0). Now
they were preparing to enter
both the CUNY and HVAC
tournaments, unfortunately
without their all-star center
Sabrina Belfon. They lost her
for the season when she went
down with a broken ankle in
a tough loss against
Stonybrook and finished 1-1
without her.
Unfortunately, that undefeated record and the broken
ankle was a dangerous combination for the Lady
Cardinals. The other CUNY
teams were motivated by the

harsh beating the York team
had inflicted on them in the
regular season and opposing
coaches targeted the vacancy
at the center position as the
achilles heel of the team.
In their opening game of
the CUNY tournament the
Lady Cardinals were edged
out by the City College Lady
Beavers.
The game started well for
York as forward Layisa
Springer (MetLife women's
NCAA Div 111 Player of the
Year) grabbed a quick steal
but couldn't convert the basket.
Meanwhile the Lady
Beavers kept York on it's
heels as they attacked the
paint for easy baskets on
offense and swarmed them
with their trapping defense.
The defense forced York
turnovers and threw the team
totally out of sync.
.
Despite their problems
York managed to trail City
23-24 at the half. The Lady
Cards regrouped during halftime and managed their first
lead of the game 27-24 as
Springer became a onewoman defensive machine.
She ignited an 8-0 run
(32-24) in the final four minutes of the second half and
the team seemed to recapture
the style of play that had
established their undefeated

record in two conferences.
They had put up their
largest lead of the game by
once again relying on their
defense. But City learned
from their example and started applying defense of their
own, which brought them
back to within three points
(34-31) a t 15:15 of the second
half, as their star player
answered her York counterpart's spectacular move to
the basket.
York's Kim Wilson (pointguard) made a determined
move to the lane against three
City defenders. She spun by
one player and double
pumped the ball as she
squeezed by the other two as
she layed it off the glass.
Ayanna Parker countered as
she made a strong move to
the basket by shaking a York
defender and switching
hands as she layed the ball
with the left and managed to
draw the foul. She converted
the basket for the three-point
play.
City kept the pressure on
as they re-applied their trap
and York coughed up the ball
as their lead dwindled.
Eventually the Lady Beavers
reclaimed the lead 37-36 with
12:16 left in the game.
What followed were seven
tie scores (three in overtime)
as neither team would give

up. This included a period
where York came back from
a six point deficit (42-48)
with under five minutes
remaining.
Unfortunately the Lady
Cards couldn't keep the Lady
Beavers from scoring and
they tied the game with 41.7
left as York gave up a foolish
foul. The closing seconds produced no points for either
team as they failed to find the
basket and end the game in
the regular period.
The Lady Cardinals got a
surprise spark off the bench
from Belinda Jackson (forward) who drove to lane to
score the first point of OT
and provided some much
needed defense.
York tied it up (58-58) for
the final time in the OT period as Springer drove down
the lane with 1:04 remaining.
The game now depended
on whichever team had the
greatest desire. And on this
night it was the Lady Beavers
who went on a 5-0 tear in O T
But York didn't lie down
and die as Springer scored on
a clutch drive with 12.5 seconds remaining to make it
60-63. York decided to take a
timeout in order to prepare
to defend City's last shot of
the game. They committed a
quick foul and they had their

last chance to win when the
City player missed. But York
wasn't able to convert on
their side of the court as time
ran out.
"City wanted it more than
we did:' said a disheartened
McPhun. He explained, "It's
probably the most difficult
thing to remain undefeated
and expect to go in a tourney
and come out the same, but
we didn't play as hard as we
could of."
Of course the team was
not aided by the loss of key
players.
"Not having Sabrina and
Diana (Todman, freshman
center) we became a very
small team over a week," said
McPhun.
The team was also eliminated from the Hudson
Valley Tournament without
playing a game. They were
forced to forfeit because they
failed to reach the game site
on time. McPhun disputed
the referee's decision to call
the game and made a complaint to the ECAC. The
decision was not rescinded.
McPhun had a bigger
complaint about the incident.
"We didn't get support from
our sister schools."
McPhun concluded, "It is
a learning experience for
everyone."

And

